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 GIRFT data on anaesthesia and perioperative care   

 

Getting It Right First Time (GIRFT) data for anaesthesia and perioperative medicine has now been 
published on the NHS Model Health System (MHS). 

 New BSACI guideline on penicillin allergy de-labelling 

 

The British Society for Allergy and Clinical Immunology (BSACI) has published a new guideline for the 
evaluation and testing of patients with an unsubstantiated label of penicillin allergy. 

 NHSBT amber alert and use of tranexamic acid 

 

NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) triggered an ‘amber alert’ on 12 October, meaning hospitals have 
been asked to put in place management plans to protect blood stocks. 

 GMC report on medical education and practice 

 

The General Medical Council (GMC) has published its annual report, The state of medical education 
and practice in the UK. The report provides valuable insight into the changing medical workforce.  

 

 HSCC report long overdue recognition GPs need support to deliver patient care 

 

Responding to the Health and Social Care Committee’s report on the future of general practice, 
Professor Martin Marshall, Chair of the Royal College of GPs, said the following  

 

 RCN releases independent report into its culture and launches investigations 

 

RCN General Secretary & Chief Executive Pat Cullen has pledged to ‘overhaul’ the organisation as a 
result of the Bruce Carr KC review into the culture of the College.  

 

 

New Independent Maternity Working Group to guide the Maternity Transformation Programme in 
England 

 

A new independent maternity working group which will provide oversight of NHS England's Maternity 
Transformation Programme, has met for the first time.  

 

 

GMC workforce report illustrates capacity challenge facing ophthalmology and growing role of SAS 
doctors 

 

The General Medical Council has (GMC) published ‘The state of medical education and practice in the 
UK: the workforce report 2022.’ 

 

 RCPCH publishes results from workforce census 

https://www.rcoa.ac.uk/news/girft-data-anaesthesia-perioperative-care-added-nhs-model-health-system
https://www.rcoa.ac.uk/news/new-bsaci-guideline-penicillin-allergy-de-labelling
https://www.rcoa.ac.uk/news/nhsbt-amber-alert-use-tranexamic-acid
https://www.rcoa.ac.uk/news/rcoa-response-gmc-report-medical-education-practice
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/News/HSCC-report-long-overdue
https://www.rcn.org.uk/news-and-events/news/uk-rcn-releases-independent-report-into-its-culture-and-launches-investigations-101022
https://www.rcog.org.uk/news/new-independent-maternity-working-group-to-guide-the-maternity-transformation-programme-in-england/
https://www.rcog.org.uk/news/new-independent-maternity-working-group-to-guide-the-maternity-transformation-programme-in-england/
https://www.rcophth.ac.uk/news-views/gmc-workforce-report-illustrates-capacity-challenge-facing-ophthalmology-and-growing-role-of-sas-doctors/
https://www.rcophth.ac.uk/news-views/gmc-workforce-report-illustrates-capacity-challenge-facing-ophthalmology-and-growing-role-of-sas-doctors/
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news-events/news/rcpch-publishes-results-workforce-census
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In January 2022 we asked paediatric consultants and SAS doctors working in the UK for information 
about their roles, responsibilities, and their views on retirement. 

 Introducing Thrive Paediatrics - A framework for wellbeing, agency and sustainable staffing 

 

A consensus document outlining what ‘good’ looks like in working practices and policies relating to 
clinicians working lives.  

 

 RED CELL SHORTAGE IN ENGLAND – AMBER ALERT 

 

NHSBT has triggered an amber alert and will be working with hospitals to manage blood supply. They 
have now written to hospitals to ask them to limit their use of blood in some patient care, to optimise 
overall supply.  

 

 RCP sets out urgent workforce solutions to keep the NHS running  

 

The RCP has warned that long waiting times in the NHS will become normalised unless the 
government acts immediately, as well as setting out credible long-term workforce solutions.   

 

 

Hidden waits force more than three quarters of mental health patients to seek help from emergency 
services 

 

Nearly a quarter of mental health patients (23%) wait more than 12 weeks to start treatment, due to 
lack of consultant psychiatrists according to research released by the Royal College of Psychiatrists for 
World Mental Health Day.  

 

 

Robotic-assisted surgery provider, Intuitive, receives Royal College of Surgeons of England 
accreditation 

 

Intuitive has become the largest provider of robotic-assisted surgical technology training to receive 
The Royal College of Surgeons of England (RCS England) accreditation.  

 

 

Largest study to date finds no link between prenatal exposure to anaesthesia and impaired 
neurodevelopmental outcomes in children 

 

A new study published in Anaesthesia has found no link between antenatal exposure to anaesthesia 
and subsequent impaired neurodevelopmental outcomes in children. The project was led by 
Professor Steffen Rex and a team from the Anaesthesiology Department at the University of Leuven 
in Belgium and is the most extensive study to date on this topic. 

 

Action must be taken to help retain older anaesthetists to prevent staff shortage of 11,000 by 2040, 
preventing more than 8 million operations  

 

The Anaesthesia workforce in the UK is facing a huge challenge of large numbers of experienced 
anaesthetists retiring, many at the earliest opportunity, and an ageing profile of those that remain.   

 

 

Monkeypox - displacement and impact of unfunded Monkeypox activity on Sexual Health services. | 
British Association for Sexual Health and HIV (bashh.org)  

https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/news-events/news/introducing-thrive-paediatrics-framework-wellbeing-agency-sustainable-staffing
https://www.rcpath.org/discover-pathology/news/red-cell-shortage-in-england-amber-alert.html
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/news/rcp-sets-out-urgent-workforce-solutions-keep-nhs-running
https://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/news-and-features/latest-news/detail/2022/10/10/hidden-waits-force-more-than-three-quarters-of-mental-health-patients-to-seek-help-from-emergency-services
https://www.rcpsych.ac.uk/news-and-features/latest-news/detail/2022/10/10/hidden-waits-force-more-than-three-quarters-of-mental-health-patients-to-seek-help-from-emergency-services
https://www.rcseng.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/archive/intuitive-receives-rcs-england-accreditation/
https://www.rcseng.ac.uk/news-and-events/news/archive/intuitive-receives-rcs-england-accreditation/
https://anaesthetists.org/Home/News-opinion/News/Largest-study-to-date-finds-no-link-between-prenatal-exposure-to-anaesthesia-and-impaired-neurodevelopmental-outcomes-in-children
https://anaesthetists.org/Home/News-opinion/News/Largest-study-to-date-finds-no-link-between-prenatal-exposure-to-anaesthesia-and-impaired-neurodevelopmental-outcomes-in-children
https://anaesthetists.org/Home/News-opinion/News/Action-must-be-taken-to-help-retain-older-anaesthetists-to-prevent-staff-shortage-of-11-000-by-2040-preventing-more-than-8-million-operations
https://anaesthetists.org/Home/News-opinion/News/Action-must-be-taken-to-help-retain-older-anaesthetists-to-prevent-staff-shortage-of-11-000-by-2040-preventing-more-than-8-million-operations
https://www.bashh.org/news/news/monkeypox-displacement-and-impact-of-unfunded-monkeypox-activity-on-sexual-health-services/
https://www.bashh.org/news/news/monkeypox-displacement-and-impact-of-unfunded-monkeypox-activity-on-sexual-health-services/
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As monkeypox cases thankfully decline, the pressures have not.  As we retrain many staff to give 
intradermal injections, and pivot our clinics to recall people for second doses, the spectre of 
commissioning has cropped up.  

 

 Secondary analysis of the SPRINT trial: short lived benefit?  

 

The Systolic Blood Pressure Intervention Trial (SPRINT) demonstrated the role of intensive blood 
pressure (BP) control in reducing cardiovascular morbidity and mortality. Jaeger and colleagues set 
out to identify the long-term “legacy” impact of intensive BP control, by carrying out a secondary 
analysis of SPRINT trial participants.   

 

 Shock to Survival, every minute counts! 

 

The Intensive Care Society and British Cardiovascular Society publish ‘Shock to Survival: A framework 
to improve the care and outcomes of people with cardiogenic shock in the UK’.  

 

 DNA damage proposed as mechanism for cardiac complications of Covid-19 

 

Covid-19 is well recognised to lead to a range of cardiac symptoms and condition however the 
mechanism remains unclear. A recent study published in Immunology1 has shed some light on this 
and suggests that DNA damage may be responsible.  

 

 The PROTECTED TAVR trial – what do the findings show? 

 

Since its findings were presented at TCT 2022 the results of the PROTECTED TAVR trial have caused 
widespread discussion and debate. In brief the international muti-centre study enrolled 3,000 
participants (mean age 79 years; 40% women) undergoing TAVI.   

 

 What is the role of CTCA prior to angiography in patients with previous CABG?  

 

At TCT 2022 in the late-breaking clinical science session Dr Daniel Jones presented the findings of the 
BYPASS-CTCA study. 

 

 RIVARAD: Anticoagulation to decrease the risk of radial artery occlusion following transradial access  

 

With an increasing number of interventional procedures performed using the radial artery as an 
access site, preserving the radial artery for future requirements e.g., further procedures, 
haemodialysis, and increasingly, coronary artery bypass grafting, is important.  

 

 Do digital health interventions impact on healthcare inequality? 

 

The concept of disparities in care for patients with cardiovascular disease is increasingly well 
researched, and was discussed at the American Heart Association’s Hypertension Scientific Sessions 
2022.  
  

http://www.cardionewsuk.org/secondary-analysis-of-the-sprint-trial-short-lived-benefit/
http://www.cardionewsuk.org/shock-to-survival-every-minute-counts/
http://www.cardionewsuk.org/dna-damage-proposed-as-mechanism-for-cardiac-complications-of-covid-19/
http://www.cardionewsuk.org/the-protected-tavr-trial-what-do-the-findings-show/
http://www.cardionewsuk.org/what-is-the-role-of-ctca-prior-to-angiography-in-patients-with-previous-cabg/
http://www.cardionewsuk.org/rivarad-anticoagulation-to-decrease-the-risk-of-radial-artery-occlusion-following-transradial-access/
http://www.cardionewsuk.org/do-digital-health-interventions-impact-on-healthcare-inequality/
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 LBBB Pacing – Ready for routine practice? 

 

Cardiac resynchronisation therapy (CRT) remains the mainstay in achieving synchrony in patients with 
severe left ventricle (LV) dysfunction and electromechanical desynchrony. Despite its proven benefit, 
CRT remains underutilised with a high number of non-responders.  

 

 Skin bacteria linked to acute GvHD post-transplant 

 

The skin microbiome is a key factor in the risk of acute Graft-versus-Host-Disease (GvHD) following 
stem cell transplant, according to a new Austrian study.   

 

 Corrupt endothelial cells prevent chemotherapy from working in T-ALL 

 

Endothelial cells can protect T-cell acute lymphoblastic leukaemia cells from chemotherapy drugs, a 
new study has found.   

 

 New insights reveal mechanism of stem cell ageing process 

 

Scientists have discovered how a protein can prevent haematopoietic stem cells from ageing and 
losing function.  

 

 Receptor density affects CAR-T therapy efficiency 

 

Spanish researchers have identified how the density of chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) on T cells is 
associated with the efficiency of CAR T therapy against a range of blood cancers. 
  

 

 Blood shortages could lead to cancelled operations 

 

NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT) issued its first ever amber alert last week, saying there were just 
3.1 days of blood in stock – with O-negative blood predicted to be down to less than two days of 
supply.  

 

 New blood group system identified, revealing insights into fatal disease 

 

A new blood group system has been discovered, helping to solve a 30-year mystery, British scientists 
have announced.  

 

 Evidence for maternal weight link to leukaemia 

 

Researchers have published a review of the possible mechanisms through which being overweight or 
obese before pregnancy may be linked to acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL) in children.  

 

 Obesity and combined contraceptive pill synergistically increase VTE risk 

 

The combined birth control pill is linked to an up to 24-fold increased risk of venous 
thromboembolism (VTE) in obese women compared with women who are not obese, researchers 
have reported.  

http://www.cardionewsuk.org/lbbb-pacing-ready-for-routine-practice/
https://b-s-h.org.uk/about-us/news/skin-bacteria-linked-to-acute-gvhd-post-transplant/
https://b-s-h.org.uk/about-us/news/corrupt-endothelial-cells-prevent-chemotherapy-from-working-in-t-all/
https://b-s-h.org.uk/about-us/news/new-insights-reveal-mechanism-of-stem-cell-ageing-process/
https://b-s-h.org.uk/about-us/news/receptor-density-affects-car-t-therapy-efficiency/
https://b-s-h.org.uk/about-us/news/blood-shortages-could-lead-to-cancelled-operations/
https://b-s-h.org.uk/about-us/news/new-blood-group-system-identified-revealing-insights-into-fatal-disease/
https://b-s-h.org.uk/about-us/news/evidence-for-maternal-weight-link-to-leukaemia/
https://b-s-h.org.uk/about-us/news/obesity-and-combined-contraceptive-pill-synergistically-increase-vte-risk/
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 Dietary supplement may prevent antibiotic-induced GVHD  

 

A dietary supplement may counteract the effects of a specific gut bacterium and could help to 
prevent antibiotic-induced graft-versus-host disease (GVHD) after a stem cell transplant, new US 
research has suggested.  

 

 Engineered immune cells could reduce complications of leukaemia treatment  

 

Immune cells have been engineered to help mitigate against two life-threatening complications of 
treatment of leukaemia with allogenic haematopoietic stem cell transplant (allo-HSCT).  

 

 Higher COVID risks for children with immunodeficiencies 

 

The risk of severe COVID-19 and death from the disease has been high among children with 
immunodeficiency diseases, new research has found. 
  

 

 Cholesterol in blood linked to physical fitness in CLL patients 

 

New research in chronic lymphocytic leukaemia (CLL) patients has revealed links between high-
density lipoproteins (HDLs) in the blood and physical fitness. The results suggest that some CLL 
patients might be able to reduce their frailty by increasing their levels of exercise.    

 

 Dietitians' top tips to eat well on a budget 

 

With the cost of living crisis meaning that people are looking for ways to save money when shopping, 
the team at Dietitian Fit & Co looks at ways to eat well on a budget.  

 

 Developing the workforce through education  

 

Stephanie Thomason explains how the BDA Education & Professional Practice team is supporting 
learners, higher education institutes and practice educators across all four nations.  

 

 Non-clinical practice-based learning – a case study 

 

Sophie Kendall studied for an undergraduate degree in Sports and Exercise Science at Leeds Beckett 
University, which began a passion for nutrition, physical activity and wellbeing. Jessica Pearse studied 
Psychology and Nutrition at Newcastle University after always having an interest in sport, nutrition 
and health from a young age.  

 

 

AUTOLOGOUS CONDITIONED SERUM FOR CHRONIC PAIN IN PATIENTS WITH OSTEOARTHRITIS: A 
FEASIBILITY OBSERVATIONAL STUDY 

 A new OnlineFirst article for British Journal of Pain  

https://b-s-h.org.uk/about-us/news/dietary-supplement-may-prevent-antibiotic-induced-gvhd/
https://b-s-h.org.uk/about-us/news/engineered-immune-cells-could-reduce-complications-of-leukaemia-treatment/
https://b-s-h.org.uk/about-us/news/higher-covid-risks-for-children-with-immunodeficiencies/
https://b-s-h.org.uk/about-us/news/cholesterol-in-blood-linked-to-physical-fitness-in-cll-patients/
https://www.bda.uk.com/resource/dietitians-top-tips-to-eat-well-on-a-budget.html
https://www.bda.uk.com/resource/developing-the-workforce-through-education.html
https://www.bda.uk.com/resource/non-clinical-practice-based-learning-a-case-study.html
https://www.britishpainsociety.org/mediacentre/news/autologous-conditioned-serum-for-chronic-pain-in-patients-with-osteoarthritis-a-feasibility-observational-study/
https://www.britishpainsociety.org/mediacentre/news/autologous-conditioned-serum-for-chronic-pain-in-patients-with-osteoarthritis-a-feasibility-observational-study/
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Aston University – A qualitative study looking at the perspectives of audiologist about implementing 
cognitive screening into Audiology 

 

BSA Student member, Janvi Soni would like to invite you to participate in an interview looking at your 
perspective about implementing cognitive screening in Audiology.  

 

 Audiology and Otology Guidance during COVID 11, October 2022  

 Link to Audiology and Otology Guidance during COVID 11  

 

 BTS publishes report on the 2021 Pulmonary Embolism Audit 

 

British Thoracic Society (BTS) Pulmonary Embolism Audit Report provides insight into the current 
practice in the UK of Outpatient Management of Pulmonary Embolism (PE)  

 

 BTS publishes Quality Standards for Clinically Significant Bronchiectasis in Adults 2022 

 

Today the British Thoracic Society (BTS) has released new quality standards for Clinically Significant 
Bronchiectasis in Adults, based on the previous quality standards published in 2012.  

 

 COVID-19 Organisational Survey Report Round 2 

 

British Thoracic Society COVID-19 Organisational Survey Report Round 2 highlights the need to 
prioritise respiratory service planning for future pandemics.  

 

 UK Expert Consensus Statement for the Optimal Use and Clinical Utility of Leadless Pacing Systems  

 

This consensus statement highlights UK implantation experts' opinions on the optimal use and clinical 
utility of leadless pacing systems.  

 

 Largest COVID-19 antibody testing programme publishes findings on antibody response over time  

 

Findings from Imperial College London and Ipsos MORI show the number of people with antibodies 
fell by 26.5% over 3 months  

 

 Challenging health inequalities in maternity services: the role we all play  

 

Safe, kind maternity care must be a reality for everyone.  We all have a role to play in ensuring that 
pregnant women receive the support and care they have the right to expect, and that where there is 
any risk of inequality, that those risks are recognised and acted on.  

 

 RCUK Policy Briefing: Department for Education’s Automated External Defibrillator (AED) Rollout  

https://www.thebsa.org.uk/aston-university-a-qualitative-study-looking-at-the-perspectives-of-audiologist-about-implementing-cognitive-screening-into-audiology/
https://www.thebsa.org.uk/aston-university-a-qualitative-study-looking-at-the-perspectives-of-audiologist-about-implementing-cognitive-screening-into-audiology/
https://www.thebsa.org.uk/audiology-and-otology-guidance-during-covid-11-october-2022/
https://www.brit-thoracic.org.uk/news/2022/bts-publishes-report-on-the-2021-pulmonary-embolism-audit/
https://www.brit-thoracic.org.uk/news/2022/bts-publishes-quality-standards-for-clinically-significant-bronchiectasis-in-adults-2022/
https://www.brit-thoracic.org.uk/news/2022/covid-19-organisational-survey-report-round-2/
https://bhrs.com/uk-expert-consensus-statement-for-the-optimal-use-and-clinical-utility-of-leadless-pacing-systems-2/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/largest-covid-19-antibody-testing-programme-publishes-findings-on-antibody-response-over-time
https://www.nmc.org.uk/news/news-and-updates/challenging-health-inequalities-in-maternity-services-the-role-we-all-play/
https://www.resus.org.uk/about-us/news-and-events/dfe-aed-policy-briefing-2022
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RCUK has published a position paper setting out why DfE, the Department for Health & Social Care, 
and relevant public health bodies, should request, where possible, at least one public-access device 
per school. 
  

 

 New research e-learning for pharmacy professionals 

 

The Royal Pharmaceutical Society (RPS) and the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR), 
supported by the Association of Pharmacy Technicians UK (APTUK), have launched the first e-learning 
module in a series for pharmacists and pharmacy technicians to develop their skills and knowledge in 
research. 

 

https://www.rpharms.com/about-us/news/details/new-research-e-learning-for-pharmacy-professionals

