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Long-term survival in patients who had CABG with or
without prior coronary artery stenting

 
 Pratik Rai, Rebecca Taylor and Mohamad Nidal Bittar

BMJ Open Heart 2020 Volume 7 Issue 2
 

Objective To conduct a large-scale, single-centre retrospective cohort
study to understand the impact of prior percutaneous coronary

intervention (PCI) on long-term survival of patients who then undergo
coronary artery bypass graft (CABG).

 
Conclusion There is no difference in 5-year, 10-year and 15-year

survival between patients undergoing CABG with or without prior PCI.
However, certain patient, preoperative and intraoperative risk factors

were identified with high hazard of death which needs to be
investigated further.

 
 

https://openheart.bmj.com/content/7/2/e001160


Coombs-negative haemolytic
anaemia in pregnancy: A case report

 
 Holly George, E Haslett & Mac Macheta

 
Women’s Health, Vol 29, Jan 2021

 
Abstract: We present a rare case of Coombs-
negative autoimmune haemolytic anaemia in

a multiparous woman in secondary care.
There were no known underlying medical or
obstetric risk factors for haemolytic anaemia.

Following extensive investigation and a
therapeutic trial of oral corticosteroids, a

diagnosis was made. Autoimmune
haemolytic anaemia is potentially fatal, and
prompt diagnosis with haematology input is
essential to ensure maternal and fetal safety
in pregnancy and the puerperium. With only
a small number of cases of Coombs-negative
autoimmune haemolytic anaemia reported in

the literature, we present this rare case for
discussion. We highlight the importance of

thorough investigation of refractory anaemia
in pregnancy and consider the associated

challenges.
 
 
 
 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33294391/


A COVID 19 positive preterm mother and infant: a
case report

 
Holly George, Eric Mutema

 
J Obstet Gynaecol. 2021 Mar 1;1-4

 
Introduction: Covid 19 is a new strain of coronavirus causing

upper respiratory illness, transmitted via respiratory secretions,
faeces and fomites. A literature search revealed 32 maternity

cases published worldwide, the majority of these requiring
expedited delivery of the infant (Mullins 2020). Thus far, there is
no evidence to support increased risk of infection in pregnancy;

however, pregnant women have a physiologically weakened
immune system leaving them increasingly susceptible to a more

severe presentation of the disease (Morris and O’Brien 2020).
Historical variations of Covid 19 such as severe acute

respiratory syndrome (SARS – COV), and Middle East respiratory
syndrome (MERS – COV), have been shown to be detrimental to
a pregnant mother and foetus, associated with an increased risk

of miscarriage, intrauterine growth restriction and maternal
mortality (Favre 2020). We present a case to discuss alternative

routes of transmission and considering the infants first
inhalation at birth as a possibility. There is currently no evidence

regarding this.
 
 

https://www.tandfonline.com/eprint/SF8YIEFCN3WQ6YPAWNTV/full?target=10.1080/01443615.2020.1863343


Cardiac arrest due to accidental overdose with
norepinephrine dissolved in crystalloid

 
Jan Hansel, Gunnar Skúli Ármannsson

 
BMJ Case Rep. 2020 Dec 9;13(12)

 
Abstract: Vasoactive agents should be administered

through a controlled well-marked infusor pump, ideally via
a central venous catheter if given over longer periods of

time. During transfer of haemodynamically unstable
patients with limited staffing and resources on site, a

peripheral vasopressor infusion is sometimes resorted to
as a temporary measure of optimising haemodynamic

parameters. We report a case of accidental
norepinephrine overdose after such practice, resulting in
cardiac arrest. It illustrates the importance of careful use

and labelling of vasoactive agents during the transport and
handover of critically ill patients. Finally, we explore human
factor issues associated with transfer from the pre-hospital
to the in-hospital environment when such preparations are

used.
 
 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33298492/


Utility of established
prognostic scores in COVID-

19 hospital admissions:
multicentre prospective
evaluation of CURB-65,

NEWS2 and qSOFA
 Patrick Bradley, Freddy Frost, Kukatharmini Tharmaratnam, Daniel G

Wootton, NW Collaborative Organisation for Respiratory Research
 

BMJ Open Respir Res. 2020 Dec;7(1)
 

Introduction: The COVID-19 pandemic is ongoing, yet, due to the lack
of a COVID-19-specific tool, clinicians must use pre-existing illness

severity scores for initial prognostication. However, the validity of such
scores in COVID-19 is unknown.

Conclusion: In the setting of COVID-19, existing prognostic scores
underestimated risk. The design of new prognostic tools should focus

on features of respiratory compromise rather than circulatory
collapse. We provide a baseline set of variables which are relevant to

COVID-19 outcomes and may be used as a basis for developing a
bespoke COVID-19 prognostication tool.

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33293361/


The Treatment of Mitral Valve
Disease-The Only Thing Constant

is Change
 

Joseph Zacharias, Ernesto Greco
Biomedicines. 2021 Jan 28;9(2):126

 
The mitral valve is without doubt the part

of the human body that is most under
pressure…

 

von Meyenburg complexes
mimicking liver metastases at
laparoscopic cholecystectomy

 
Aseef Yehiyan, Nanthesh

Kiruparan, Suboda
Weerasinghe, Stephen Pettit

 
BMJ Case Rep. 2021 Feb

22;14(2):e241627
 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33525433/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33619148/


Spatial Variation of Survival for Colorectal Cancer in
Malaysia

 
Anis Kausar Ghazali, Thomas Keegan, Benjamin M Taylor

 
Int J Environ Res Public Health. 2021 Jan 25;18(3):1052

 
Abstract: A patient's survival may depend on several known and
unknown factors and it may also vary spatially across a region.

Socioeconomic status, accessibility to healthcare and other
environmental factors are likely to contribute to survival rates.

The aim of the study was to model the spatial variation in
survival for colorectal cancer patients in Malaysia, accounting for

individual and socioeconomic risk factors. We conducted a
retrospective study of 4412 colorectal cancer (ICD-10, C18-C20)
patients diagnosed from 2008 to 2013 to model survival in CRC

patients. We used the data recorded in the database of the
Malaysian National Cancer Patient Registry-Colorectal Cancer

(NCPR-CRC). Spatial location was assigned based on the
patients' central district location, which involves 144

administrative districts of Malaysia. We fitted a parametric
proportional hazards model in which the spatially correlated

frailties were modelled by a log-Gaussian stochastic process to
analyse the spatially referenced survival data, which is also

known as a spatial survival model. After controlling for individual
and area level characteristics, our findings indicate wide spatial
variation in colorectal cancer survival across Malaysia. Better 

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33503972/


healthcare provision and higher socioeconomic index in the
districts where patients live decreased the risk of death from
colorectal cancer, but these associations were not statistically
significant. Reliable measurement of environmental factors is

needed to provide good insight into the effects of potential risk
factors for the disease. For example, a better metric is needed

to measure socioeconomic status and accessibility to
healthcare in the country. The findings provide new

information that might be of use to the Ministry of Health in
identifying populations with an increased risk of poor survival,

and for planning and providing cancer control services.

Coronary CT Angiography Followed by Invasive
Angiography in Patients With Moderate or Severe

Ischemia-Insights From the ISCHEMIA Trial
 

Anoop Chauhan et al
JACC Cardiovasc Imaging. 2021 Jan 7

 
Objectives: This study aimed to examine the concordance of

coronary computed tomographic angiography (CCTA)
assessment of coronary anatomy and invasive coronary
angiography (ICA) as the reference standard in patients

enrolled in the International Study of Comparative Health
Effectiveness with Medical and Invasive Approaches

(ISCHEMIA).
Conclusions: CCTA before randomization in ISCHEMIA

demonstrated high concordance with subsequent ICA for
identification of patients with angiographically significant

disease without LM disease.

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33454249/


Hepatitis C during disease modifying therapy
with Fingolimod for Relapsing Remitting

Multiple Sclerosis: diagnosis and treatment
 

Aram Aslanyan, Zoheb Anwar-Hashim, Rekha
Siripurapu, Tatiana Mihalova

 
BMJ Case Rep. 2021 Feb 26;14(2):e238167

 
Abstract: We present a case of 48-year-old woman with
relapsing remitting multiple sclerosis (MS), who switched
disease modifying therapy from Copaxone to Fingolimod

due to her clinical and radiological MS disease
progression. Unexpectedly after 2.5 years of stable MS

symptoms and liver function tests (LFTs), we noted
deranged LFTs during routine testing. Additional

investigations showed hepatitis C positivity, genotype 3. It
is likely a case of hepatitis C reactivation secondary to
prolonged immunosuppressive effects of Fingolimod.

Although the increased risk of viral reactivation related to
varicella zoster virus is known to occur with Fingolimod

treatment, to our knowledge, this is only the second case
of hepatitis C disease activity reported with Fingolimod

treatment. We would like to raise the awareness of
hepatitis C viral reactivation as a possible complication of

prolonged immunosuppression with Fingolimod.
 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33637491/


A systematic review into the effectiveness of
occupational therapy for improving function and

participation in activities of everyday life in adults
with a diagnosis of depression

 
Lynn Christie, Joanne Inman, Deborah Davys, Penny A Cook

 
J Affect Disord. 2021 Mar 1;282:962-973

 
Background: Depression is a common mental health disorder,

the symptoms of which can disrupt functioning and lead to
reduced participation in everyday activities. Occupational

therapy is routinely provided for people with such difficulties;
however, the evidence underpinning this intervention for

depression has yet to be systematically assessed.
 

Conclusions: Whilst overall the evidence base for occupational
therapy for depression is limited, strong evidence was found for

the effectiveness of occupational therapy return-to-work
interventions, which is important given the costs associated with
mental ill-health and work absence. Further research is needed

to strengthen the evidence base.
 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33601741/


Application of Tourniquet Does Not Influence
Early Clinical Outcomes After Total Knee

Arthroplasty
 

Ejaz A Chaudhry, Amer Aziz, Ahmad Faraz, Mohammad
Iqbal, Muhammad Yasir Tarar, Syed Hasan Mustafa

Rizvi, Noah Khan, Muhammad Tahir, Chadi Ali
 

Cureus. 2021 Jan 2;13(1):e12435
 

The use of a tourniquet during total knee arthroplasty
(TKA) is still a topic of debate, given the conflicting results

in the literature with respect to complications, pain,
functional outcome, and blood loss. However, due to a lack

of convincing data on early patient-reported outcomes
(PROMS), this study aims to compare pain and functional

outcomes in total knee arthroplasty patients with and
without a tourniquet. 
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https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33552755/

