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Welcome!  

Please do let us know what you think of our newsletter.  This term we have lots going on, and 

would LOVE to feature examples of good practise from around Fylde and Wyre, so please do let 

us know if you have something to share. 

Spring 2020 

Setting Spotlight…. Toddle Inn Nursery,   

Toddle Inn is a nursery in Fleetwood with children from babies to preschool; Vicci is their Language 

Lead and has answered our questions this term…..  

What have you done to focus on speech, language and communication in your setting?  We have a 

dedicated Speech and Language champion that is given a full day each week to support Speech and Language devel-
opment. This gives time to assess children, support staff and set appropriate targets/activities for individual children 
when needed. All rooms have been working on making sure they have readily available visual props. The WellComm 
toolkit has also benefited the nursery when supporting children’s language.  

What have you done that you think has made the biggest difference to your children’s language and communica-
tion?  Our biggest difference has been having a Speech and Language Champion to support staff and children. This 
relieves the practitioner of extra paperwork and means they have extra 1:1 support with children. Support, activities 
and ideas are given by the Speech champion so each practitioner can easily follow these through.  
What else are you planning to do this year?  We are planning to complete the Early years commitment. Our main 
focus is to have a clear understanding of staff levels of knowledge and skills and then going forward plan how to 
meet these gaps.   

What would be your ‘top tip’ for other settings? Have visual props in all your rooms. Easy accessible songs/story 
sacks and daily routine boards. Early Talk boost has also proven a fantastic resource with our Pre School children.  

 

 

 

 

Meet our 

team… 

Hello! I’m Becky Macdonald, I’ve worked as a Speech Therapist for 3 years in Blackpool, 

Fylde and Wyre! I’m currently working in Fleetwood Clinic and Red Marsh School. I love 

working with children with additional needs. My top tip would be— you don’t need fan-

cy toys/games to develop communication. Try games like ready steady…. GO! or songs 

which involve the child. Pause at a specific point of the song, “if you see a crocodile 

don’t forget to…. SCREAM!”. See if the child can fill in the gaps! Remember to follow the 

childs lead and see what game/songs they like!  

https://www.facebook.com/FyldeandWyreEarlyLanguage/
http://www.bfwh.nhs.uk/early-language


  

What’s happening in our Language Leads networks?  
Our Language lead’s networks are continuing to grow and we would love to see more settings coming to join us.  

In the last term, we have continued to share ideas around engaging with parents using the new ‘Hungry Little Minds’ cam-

paign resources. We have spent time looking at different types of visual supports for communication that settings can use, as  

well as continuing to support settings taking part in the Early Years Commitment project.  

In the new year our Lytham/St Annes and Kirkham/Wesham groups will be merging to form one Fylde network giving them 

more opportunity to share practise.  Location will alternate between the two areas.  

 

If you/your setting are not yet involved and have someone who would like to take on the Language Lead role, please do come 

along—no need to book. If you’d like a chat first, just get in touch!  

 

Dates for the next half term…. 

Fylde:      13.1.20; 16:05—17:30   Oak Tree Children’s Centre. 

Thornton/Cleveleys/Poulton  14.1.20 16:15—17:45   Manor Beach Primary School 

Garstang/Over Wyre:   15.1.20  16:00—17:30   Garstang Library (use side entrance) 

Fleetwood:     22.1.20;  16:00—17:30   Flakefleet School 

 

  Have you seen the new government campaign ‘Hungry Little Minds’?  This campaign aims to raise 

awareness and support parents to ‘feed’ their children’s hungry little minds at home. The idea of ‘chat 

play and read’ runs through the campaign with simple every day ideas and strategies.  

You could direct parents to the website: www.hungrylittlemindscampaign.gov.uk . 

There are also some resources you can use on your setting to engage and encourage families in the Hungry Little Minds 

Toolkit.  Let us know how you’ve been using it, we’d love to see your  ideas!  

 

Over the last term, lots of you have been trying out the ‘paper bag challenge’ with your families! Bonita Harding 

at Mayfield preschool has worked hard on this idea over recent months and has had positive results in getting 

parents engaged.  

This is how it works— the children are given a standard paper bag to take home and asked to bring it back to 

nursery filled with something of interest to them (it could be anything, leaves from a walk, a favourite toy, even some sweet 

wrappers!).  At nursery the staff then engage the children in conversations around the contents of their bag —then here’s the 

important bit… ideas are then sent back home to parents with suggestions about how to use the bag to ‘chat, play and read’.  I 

love the fact that this both starts and ends at home and is a simple way of supporting families with ideas to support that effec-

tive home learning environment.  Here’s what Bonita has had to say about the project….  

“Through the paper bag challenge, parents can enjoy engaging and sharing in their child’s learning and interests at home. 

Bringing the bag to nursery allows the child to share their experiences and gives key workers the opportunities to extend 

knowledge, language and communication. Keyworkers will select activities, books and re-

sources linked to the child’s home learning and provide ‘chat, play and read’ ideas for parents 

to enjoy at home. The partnership with parents and continual links to home learning provides 

endless opportunities to support and extend your child’s learning and achievements.”  

The Commitment is growing!! We are continuing to work with local Early Years Settings to support 

them with the Early Years Commitment project, devised by The Communication Trust.   The project is a 

fantastic way to take an objective look at your setting as a whole; it helps you to identify areas of great 

practise as well as where things can be enhanced.  

Mayfield preschool in St Annes have taken on the commitment; their manager Bonita says: “ the early years commitment has 

been a valuable tool for assessing existing strengths and setting clear concise targets for future developments; these are easily 

reviewed and evaluated. It has enabled us to also assess the impact the progression has on our setting”.  

Please do get in touch if you would like to be involved. We can provide you with support to review how things are going and 

help you develop an achievable action plan to take forward.  

https://hungrylittleminds.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/using-the-hungry-little-minds-brand
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/using-the-hungry-little-minds-brand
https://www.thecommunicationtrust.org.uk/projects/early-years-commitment/


 

 

 Training 

Our ‘core’ FREE training sessions are delivered every term; dates for the Spring term can be found below and you can find 

more information about all of our training at: www.bfwh.nhs.uk/early-language/workforce-development  In addition our 

‘core’ workshops we offer training for the popular Talk Boost and Early Talk Boost intervention programmes as well as pro-

grammes from the Hanen Centre…… 

Find out more on our website or speak to Louise for more information.  

 Focus on Hanen ABC & Beyond  

Many of you will be familiar with programmes from the Hanen Centre; I know lots of you have 

attended the Hanen Teacher Talk workshop in recent years.  ABC & Beyond uses the classic 

Hanen strategies you know and love, to specifically focus on sharing books with pre-school /

reception year children to build emergent literacy skills. The full programme consists of seven 

workshop sessions, however can be broken down into smaller modules.  

This term we are offering module one as a FREE full day workshop. This will be ideal for those settings who may 

have accessed the full programme before and have new staff who would like to attend, or for those new to the 

programme to give a taste and get you started! Module One will focus on strategies to build 

conversations with stories, as well as a specific look at developing children’s vocabulary.  All 

those attending will also receive an individual follow up visit in their setting to support  

reflective practise. 

To book a place please phone 01253 951101 or email: 

bfwh.admin.paediatrictherapy@nhs.net 

Course title Date and time Venue 

Hanen ABC & beyond 

Module One only 

5th February 2020 

09:30—16:00 

Thornton Neighbourhood Centre  

Hanen Teacher Talk A 18th March 2020 

09:30—16:00 

Garstang Library 

Understanding speech, language and com-

munication development in 3-5s 

6th February 2020 

09:30—12:30 

Lytham Primary Care Centre 

Supporting speech, language and communi-

cation in 3-5s 

4th March 

09:30—15:00 

Lytham Primary Care Centre 

Understanding speech sounds development 16th March 

13:30—15:30 

Fylde Zone, Kirkham 

ICAN Early Talk—working with  under 3s 12th February 2020 

09:30—15:30 

Cleveleys Health Centre 

ICAN Early talk—working with parents 23rd March 

09:30—15:30 

Cleveleys Health Centre 

http://www.bfwh.nhs.uk/early-language/workforce-development
mailto:bfwh.admin.paediatrictherapy@nhs.net


Why come to a Drop In? 

Come to a drop in 

 

Refer a child to speech and 

language therapy  

Mild Speech Clarity concerns

(Speech  sounds) 

Significant concerns with clarity 

of speech 

Mild - moderate Language  

Delay  

Significant concerns with use 

and understanding of language 

Stammering – children up to 

age 7  (consider parent only) 

Social skills / Interaction 

Quality of  voice  Stammering – 8 years + 

Attention and listening  Attention and listening and  

Auditory Processing 

Understanding 

Sentences 

Speech Social 

Fluency 

A child must attend with a parent or person 

with parental responsibility. If this is not the 

case, the adult attending must bring the 

signed parent information form giving con-

sent.  A parent may wish to attend without 

the child to discuss concerns—this is fine! 

 

More information can be found at: 

www.bfwh.nhs.uk/childrens (select speech 

and language  from the ‘our service’ menu). 

Or contact 01253 951101 

Our drop in clinics are an opportunity to call in for a brief chat about any 

concerns and to get some advice.  Please use the guidance below to help 

you decide whether to make a referral or attend/recommend the drop in 

http://www.bfwh.nhs.uk/childrens


 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

  


