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THEY were dancing on 
the wards at Blackpool 
Victoria Hospital when 
acoustic group, Tinder 
Box, came in to entertain 
patients, visitors and staff 
to help promote dementia 
awareness. 
 
The group, who gave their 
services free of charge, 
really livened up the 
afternoon and patient 
John Wilson joined his 
wife Pauline and Matron 
Maria Jennings in a dance 
on the ward. 
 
Ward staff and doctors 
joined in the fun providing 
cakes and goodies for 
everyone to enjoy and 
donations received on the 
day were put towards 
dementia care. 

Patient John Wilson dances with his 
wife Pauline and Matron, Maria Jennings 

Tinder Box member Roger Barleworth with Matron Maria and 
staff nurses Donna Keane and Katherine Graham 
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MORE than 100 resuscitation trolleys and grab 
bags are ready to be deployed at any time across 
hospitals and health centres on the Fylde coast. 
 
And it is vital the equipment carried on these  
life-saving devices is in date and fully stocked.  
A mistake could be catastrophic. 
 
Blackpool Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust is leading the way on ensuring safe 
resuscitation trolleys after working with My Kit 
Check to develop a smart system which 
automatically checks all equipment carried to 
ensure overall readiness at all times. 
 
Mark Holt, clinical resuscitation officer at the 
Trust, who worked on fine-tuning the system, 
said: “This automated program replaces the old 
paper checks and allows us to ensure the trolleys 
are rescue-ready at all times. 
 
 
 

“A computerised system alerts us to items which 
are nearing their use-by date or items which are 
missing from individual trolleys because the 
trolley or grab-bag has been deployed. We are 
then able to replenish the trolleys immediately.  
 
“This has a profound effect on patient safety 
because lifesaving equipment is available at all 
times.” 
 
The trolleys can be used several times a day in 
high activity areas and keeping them all rescue-
ready was quite a time consuming task before My 
Kit Check was developed and introduced. 
 
Head of Resuscitation at the Trust, Anthony 
Freestone, said: “Mark worked tirelessly to 
introduce this system across the organisation and 
I am very proud of how the staff in the community 
and the hospital have accepted the new 
technology which in turn has provided safer care 
for patients.” 

Keeping lifesaving 

trolleys rescue ready 

Anthony Freestone and Mark Holt 

????????????????
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 Nursing Director says 

farewell  

2013 —
promoting 
Nursing 
Standards 
awards 

Promoting organ 
donation, 2015 

Giving the flu jab, 2016 

Promoting the flu 
jabs in 2017 

Starring in the Trust’s Happy video, 2015 

Dancing with Maff  
Potts in 2017 

THE Trust has said goodbye to Director of 
Nursing and Quality, Marie Thompson. 
 
Marie has retired after 10 years at the Trust. 
During a distinguished nursing career she 
covered a number of senior nursing and 
managerial roles. 
 
Marie said: “I always wanted to be a nurse 
form a very early age and it has been a 
privilege to be in the profession. 
 
“I spent a large chunk of my career at this 
Trust and I want to thank everyone who I have 
worked with over the years. I am very lucky to 
have worked with so many kind and caring 
people across all levels of the organisation.’’  
 
 

Marathon 
preparation, 2015 In the Trust’s Nurses Day video, 2019 



 

A LEADING politician has praised Blackpool for 
its efforts to deal with its smoking issues. 
 
Sharon Hodgson MP, the Shadow Minister for 
Public Health, visited the report to talk to 
members of Blackpool Council’s Public Health 
team and practitioners from the Trust about the 
challenges facing them around the smoking 
agenda. 
 
Mrs Hodgson, along with Gordon Marsden MP 
and Chris Webb, the Deputy Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Lancashire, discussed topics 
such as smoke-free environments, the use of 
vaping, stop smoking services, smoking in 
pregnancy and  the new hospital inpatient 
smoking cessation team. 
 
Speaking after the visit she said: “It was a very 
useful meeting.  
 
“We hear so much about Blackpool and the fact 
that it has some of the worst statistics in the 
country for smoking related issues but from today 
I will be speaking about some of the best practice 

that is obviously taking place here to counteract 
the issues. 
 
“As much as I know the statistics are high I can 
now talk about the great work Blackpool is doing 
that the rest of the country can learn from.’’ 
 
Arif Rajpura, Blackpool’s Director of Public 
Health, said: “It was great to have the Shadow 
Minister with us to hear about the work that is 
going on in public health and in the acute trust.  
 
“It was a really productive morning as we were 
able to send back some important messages 
about the policies and funding measures that we 
feel need to change and implement, including the 
provision of more funding for public health 
budgets.’’ 
 
Berenice Groves, Interim Director of Operations, 
at the Trust, said: “It was great to welcome the 
Shadow Minister, Gordon Marsden and Chris 
Webb and let them know about the actions the 
Trust is taking in relation to the smokefree 
agenda.” 
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Shadow Minister’s 

praise for Blackpool 

Sharon Hodgson MP, third from the left 
with staff from the Trust and Blackpool 
Council’s Public Health team 
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A ST ANNES hospital raised more than 
£2,000 to support patient care with a 
successful Summer Fair. 
 
Clifton Hospital, on Pershore Road, held a  
fun-packed day within the hospital and its garden. 
 
Attractions included children’s games, a host of 
craft and bric-a-brac stalls, tombola and raffle 
with generous prizes donated by many local 
businesses. 
 

Head of Clifton Hospital, Jason Flannigan-
Salmon, said: “Clifton Hospital’s Summer Fair 
was a huge success and it was great to see so 
many people come to our fair and take part in the 
day.  
 

“None of this would have been possible without 
the support and hard work in planning and 

 
Anya Burgess tries out the 

children’s games 

All 

the 

fun 

of 

the 

fair 

Continued on Page 8 

Ruocco ice-creams 

Staff and guests at the fair opening 



 

running the day by our 
amazing staff and League of 
Friends volunteers.” 
 
Special guests included St 
Annes councillor, Cheryl Little 
and MP for Fylde, Mark 
Menzies. 
 
The Fire Brigade also opened the doors to one 
of their fire engines and Mandy and Andy of 
Ruocco ice creams gave an ice cream to each 
patient in all four wards. 
 
Jason added: “Clinical Matron, 
Courtney and I can’t thank the staff 
and volunteers enough.  
 
“We would also like to thank the local 
individuals and companies that 
donated raffle prizes to us. 
 
“We have raised more than £2,000 
which is a massive achievement and 
we are asking our staff and patients 
for ideas on what we can spend this 
money on to enhance the patient 
experience at Clifton Hospital.” 
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and 
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Smart 

way to 

get on 

shortlist! 
AN innovative digital system which has saved 
more than 500 hours of nursing time and £12,500 
in costs has 
been 
shortlisted for 
a technology 
award by the 
Nursing 
Times. 
 
Blackpool 
Teaching 
Hospitals’ 
Digital Health 
Team worked 
with Clifton 
Hospital and 
Trinity 
Hospice to 
allow 
specialist nurses to give remote end-of-life care 
to patients via an iPad link. 
 
The trail-blazing scheme, which provides 
compassionate and accessible care for patients 
at the end of their lives, is increasing efficiency 
while using existing technology. 
 
Helena Palin, Ward 2 and 2B Manager at Clifton 
Hospital, said: “This system has been incredibly 
well received by staff and patients and is making 
massive differences to the care we are able to 
give to patients. 
 

“Previously nurses had to travel from Trinity to 
Clifton to discuss patient treatment and this put 

restraints on the 
amount of time 
available. Now 
they are able to 
talk to the 
patients and staff 
via digital 
technology, which 
is giving better 
outcomes for 
everyone 
involved.” 
 
Patients really 
benefit from the 
new system as 
they now receive 
specialist care 

more frequently than they would have done with 
face-to-face appointments alone. 
 
“This project has enabled patients to receive 
advice and guidance faster,” said Digital Health 
Lead, Veronica Southern. “But the outstanding 
impact has been the increase in productivity and 
quality improvement. 
 
“We are delighted to be shortlisted in these 
awards and hope we can continue to provide 
innovative services which are making such a 
difference to health care across the Fylde coast.” 
The winners will be announced on October 30. 

Helena Palin talks to Trinity 
nurses via her iPad 

Veronica Southern and Katie Selby 
from the Digital Health Team 
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JUNIOR doctor, Laura Horne, is incredibly busy 
juggling her duties on the Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology Unit with developing innovative 
teaching programmes to help both patients and 
foundation students. 
 
And now she has been named as one of the first 
ever Clinical Fellows based at Blackpool Victoria 
Hospital. 
 
Her role will be split between clinical duties, 
research work and education, mentoring students 
and giving extra one-to-one tuition. 
 
Laura is already making her mark in education 
having developed the Bumble Programme to give 
fun, concise and productive sessions to students. 
 
“Bumble is the Blackpool Undergraduate Medical 
Breakfast Lectures held with breakfast thrown in 
every week to give short teaching sessions on a 
range of different topics,” Laura explained. 
 
“I have also developed a dementia crash course 
for interdisciplinary staff based on the ethos of 
the Alzheimer’s Society’s Dementia Friends 
initiative with extra, medically relevant 
information, for staff,” she added. 
 
And with her new Clinical Fellow role Laura will 

also be leading on two further research projects 
in virtual reality education, simulating clinical 
scenarios, and developing teaching programmes 
for doctors working in the hospital, but not 
currently in a training post, to allow them to 
progress their careers. 
 
 “As a Clinical Fellow I will have time set aside to 
give our foundation students a more enriched 
experience and one-to-one time with a doctor 
who has recently been on the same path as 
them. It is a real honour to be appointed to this 
post and I hope to make a big difference to the 
training of junior doctors during my year-long 
tenure.” 
 
Laura was also shortlisted in a national ASME 
(Association for the Study of Medical Education) 
award ceremony. 
 
She was nominated in the Teaching Innovation 
and Excellence category for her work on the 
Bumble project and the Dementia crash course 
programme. 
 
The annual prize recognised talent and ingenuity 
displayed by someone embarking on a career in 
medical education. Laura gave a presentation of 
her work during the ASME conference in 
Glasgow on July 4. 

Fellow role 

for Dr Laura 
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