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IT WAS an action-packed week at Clifton and 
Blackpool Victoria Hospitals as part of Dementia 
Week. 
 
A full schedule of events, with special guests, 
helped to spread awareness and provide help 
and advice to patients, visitors and staff. 
 
Blackpool Victoria held a Dementia Action Day, 
opened by singer Linda Nolan along with Trust 
non-executive director, Mary Whyham. 
 
A number of stalls were on hand with advice and 
information entertainment was provided by two of 
the harmony trio, The Bluebirds as well as the 
Peel Park Choir.  
 
Notarianni ice creams were on sale raising 
£1038.50 which they donated to support 
dementia patient care through the Trust charity, 
Blue Skies Hospitals Fund. 
 
Results of the Butterfly Award for the best Trust  
 

dementia display were also announced, with 
Ward 3 Clifton pronounced the winners.  
 
Clifton Hospital ran a full week of events which 
included afternoon tea on all wards. They also 
held a Dementia Action Day with advice and 
information stalls. The new Mayor of Fylde, Coun 
Angela Jacques, visited the site in her first official 
engagement as mayor. 
 
The Bluebirds held a concert in the Clifton patient 
garden which was enjoyed by patients, visitors 
and guests. 
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THE Trust’s new Interim Chief Executive, Kevin 
McGee, has been out and about visiting staff 
across the organisation. 
 
Mr McGee, who took over the role from Wendy 
Swift recently, met colleagues from a wide range 
of areas across the Trust this week to introduce 
himself and discuss their roles. 
 
He said: “I have always wanted to be a visible 
and open leader and it is important that I get to  
meet as many people as possible to get to the 
heartbeat of the organisation. 
 
“I have been really impressed by everyone I have 
met so far. Everyone has been very welcoming 
and been really honest about what it is like to 
work here. There is clearly some fantastic work 
going on, but also some areas where we need to 
make improvements and we will look to do that.’’  

Staff get chance to 

say hello to new CEO 

 Kevin 
McGee 
with 
members 
of the 
Stroke 
Unit  
 meeting 
facilities 
staff and 
below, on 
Ward 25 
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PROFESSIONALS from across the Fylde coast 
came together for a special event to educate the 
community on the importance of having 
discussions around planning for the end of life.  
 
End-of-Life Facilitators from Blackpool Teaching 
Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust and Trinity 
Hospice, Lorraine Tymon and Vivienne Trott, 
organised a week of events for the national Dying 
Matters Week campaign.  
 
The main event of the week was held in St John’s 
Square, Blackpool, bringing together local 
representatives, including 999 Reunite, Inghams 
Solicitors, JT Byrne Funeral Directors, Trinity 
Hospice, Macmillan and services for the 
homeless to share advice and support the public.  
 
But the team also ensured people living in 
Poulton, Lytham St  Annes and Fleetwood also 
had an opportunity to attend a venue local to 
them to gain valuable advice.  
 
Lorraine, Blackpool Teaching Hospitals End of 
Life facilitator, said: “The events for Dying Matters 
Week have been a wonderful success. It was 
great to see important services joining together to 
educate the public on what the national campaign 
is about.  
  
Trinity Hospice sister, Vivienne, added: “We 
wanted to celebrate this event to give everyone 
the help they need to make those important 

decisions and we wanted to promote the 
importance of having those difficult 
conversations. The more we have them, the 
easier they will be. 
 
“Every decision about a loved one matters, no 
matter how big or small. We all want to be cared 
for in the best way possible and people may not 
always be able to communicate this. That’s why 
we are promoting advance care planning.” 
 
Tony Bonser, whose son tragically died at the 
age of 35, also attended the event to reach out to 
people. Tony campaigns to make people aware 
of advance care planning and for making life as 
easy as possible to fulfil loved one’s wishes.  
 
He said: “The event has been fantastic and it has 
been great to be open and engaging with the 
public. It’s wonderful to see so many people 
joining together and breaking down barriers.” 
 
If you would like to discuss end-of-life planning 
please contact Lorraine on 01253 951187. 

Helping 

people 

talk about 

end-of-life 

Vivienne Trott and Lorraine Tymon with the 
Dying Matters bus 



 

BABIES born in Blackpool 
on May 14 have been 
given lifetime admission to 
The Blackpool Tower as 
part of the historic 
landmark’s 125th birthday 
celebrations.  
 
The Tower set a week-long 
programme of events to 
mark its special occasion, 
and part of those 
celebrations included 
giving every baby born in 
Blackpool Victoria Hospital 
on May 14 a pass to visit 
the Tower for free for the 
rest of their life.  
 
Nikkita Wood, a Blackpool 
mum-of-three, was one of the mums who was 
delighted to receive a pass for her new-born 
baby.  
 
She and partner Liam Lloyd, welcomed little Ava-
Marie into the world at 2.19am weighing 8lbs 
3oz.  
 
Nikkita said: “We can’t wait to take Ava-Marie on 
her first trip to the Tower. 
 
“As a family the Promenade is a very special 
place to us. I remember visiting there as a little 
girl, so we’re looking forward to enjoying it 
together.” 
 
Also bringing their bundle of joy into the world 
was Charley Moran and Jordan Devenport, from 
Fleetwood. The pair are now parents to Luca, 
who was born at 9.27am and weighed 5lbs 1oz.  
 
Charley said: “The first time I visited the Tower 
was on a school trip and we got to look down 
through the glass platform. Having a lifetime pass 

 
for Luca has made 
his birthday extra 
special and we are 
looking forward to 
taking him on his first 
trip there, creating 
more memories!” 
 
Shelley Piper, Head 
of Hospital-based 
Services, Families 
Division, said: “We 
were delighted to 
welcome the Tower 
into our hospital to give out the fantastic gifts for 
our little new-born babies. 
 
“There were six babies born on the Tower’s 
birthday, all of which have received a life time 
pass. Welcoming new-borns into the world is 
always a fantastic experience, but it has been 
extra special for us to be part of the Tower’s 
125th birthday celebrations and we’re thrilled to 
have shared in the excitement.” 
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Babies get a lifetime 

gift from the Tower 

Baby Ava-Marie with mum, 
Nikkita Baby Luca Devenport 
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WORK to support victims of sexual violence and 
abuse was praised by Police and Crime 
Commissioner Clive Grunshaw during a visit to 
Blackpool Victoria Hospital. 

The work is part of a Lancashire-based project 
which places specialist workers in health settings 
to provide immediate support to anyone who 
discloses recent or historic experiences of sexual 
violence. 

“Victims of sexual abuse can be traumatised and 
it can be something that stays with them for life 
so it is vital they get the support they need,” 
explained Mr Grunshaw who secured funding for 
this project through the Home Office's Violence 
Against Women and Girls Fund.  
 
Mr Grunshaw added: "The work that is being 
done by Blackpool Teaching Hospitals to support 
victims of sexual violence is fantastic. Many of 
the people who have received support had not 
spoken to anyone about what happened to them 
previously and would not have had any help had 
it not been for this project. 

Julie Vigo-Saunders, who is the Health 
Independent Sexual Violence Adviser (ISVA) Co-
ordinator at Blackpool Teaching Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust, said: "Since I started this role I 
have worked hard to ensure departments across 
the hospital, as well as health services in the 
community, know I am here and how they can 
refer patients to me. 
 
"I now receive referrals from A&E, hospital wards, 
GPs and health visitors. It is really rewarding to 
see referrals coming in and to be able to help 
people who have experienced rape or sexual 
assault to ensure they get the support they need 
to deal with what happened.” 
 
Mr Grunshaw said the work was life-changing for 
victims and he hoped the service would be 
replicated across Lancashire. 
 
Hazel Gregory, Head of Safeguarding at 
Blackpool Teaching Hospitals said: “We are 
delighted to be in this privileged position to offer 
support to victims across Lancashire. The early 
data and outcomes are clearly demonstrating the 
value.” 
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Life changing help for 

sexual abuse victims 

Clive Grunshaw with specialist safeguarding practitioner, Lisa 
Lonsdale, left, and Julie Vigo-Saunders 
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Wheelchairs donated 

as special thank you 
A KIND-
HEARTED Fylde 
coast family has 
donated some 
special 
wheelchairs to 
help patients at 
Blackpool Victoria 
Hospital.  
 
In memory of John 
“Bob” Stanyon, his 
wife Hilary and 
son Paul, recently 
presented the 
extra large 
wheelchairs to 
staff on the 
hospital’s 
haematology 
ward.  
 
Bob, a former executive within the NHS, died of 
leukaemia at the age of 62. 
 
Paul said: “My dad worked for the NHS for many 
years and was hugely proud of his career and the 
great work the NHS does every day. From the 
moment dad was brought in, until his final 
moments, the staff on the ward were amazing 
with him and we always said we wanted to do 
something to help the staff and patients of the 
future in my dad ’s memory. 
 
“The staff told us they really needed some bigger 
wheelchairs as the ones they had were not 
suitable for some larger patients. Using the kind 
donations made by friends and family at dad’s 
funeral, we were able to purchase these 
wheelchairs and it is great to see them in use.’' 
 
Hilary said: “Bob spent his last 10 days on the 
ward and they looked after him, and me, so well 

that I really wanted to do something to give 
something back. Nothing was too much trouble 
for the staff. They were so patient and they made 
sure I was comfortable and looked after. I will 
never forget that.’' 
 
Sister Victoria Relph, from the ward, said: “We 
are really grateful to Hilary and Paul and the 
family for the donation. 
 
“The wheelchairs really were needed and they 
have made a massive difference already.'' 
 
Kila Redfearn, Head of Blue Skies Hospitals 
Fund, said: “This is a perfect example of where 
donations can enhance patient care here in 
Blackpool, Fylde and Wyre. 
 
“I would like to pass on thanks from Blue Skies to 
both Hilary and Paul for making sure future 
patients are more comfortable.”  

Hilary and Paul Stanyon, far right, with staff from the haematology 
ward at Blackpool Victoria Hospital and the new wheelchairs  
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Patient’s 

buddy 

scheme 

to help 

others 
AFTER undergoing major heart surgery, most 
people would take time to recuperate and start to 
take life easy, but not Blackpool cardiac patient, 
Chris Hillman. 
 
He is launching a professional patient support 
group, Buddy Beat, and writing a book to help 
others come to terms with their diagnosis. 
 
Mr Hillman, 69, from Selside near Kendal, was 
referred to the Lancashire Cardiac Centre for 
tests which showed he had atrial fibrillation, two 
blocked arteries and a damaged mitral valve. 
 
“From that moment my mind was full of questions 
and ‘what if’s’,” Mr Hillman, a grandad of seven, 
said. “I really wanted and needed someone I 
could talk to who had done the journey and was 
now much healthier and fitter for it. I needed an 
inspirational former patient to help me through 
the traumatic journey I was about to undertake.  
 
“I received amazing support from the Cardiac 
Centre, but the health professionals had not been 
through the patient journey, so while they were 
able to reassure and give me all the time I 
needed, their priority, quite rightly, was the 
medical diagnosis and treatment.” 
 
Surgery was performed by Blackpool consultants 

Mr Amal Bose and Dr Shajil Chalil. “Both were 
incredible surgeons,” said Mr Hillman. “They are 
two of the most gifted surgeons on the planet. I 
cannot put into words how much I owe these 
men and the teams they work with. 
 
“The Lancashire Cardiac centre is world class 
and these surgeons have given me a second 
chance and the will to make the most of my 
extended life.”  
 
So to complement the medical work, Mr Hillman, 
a trained Samaritan, is applying for funding to get 
his Buddy Beat service launched to support new 
patients and their families. 
 
“When I got the diagnosis and surgery date my 
brain was in meltdown, I was not emotionally 
prepared for what was about to happen to me. 
And after the procedure I was still in turmoil 
about what had happened to me.” 
 
His Buddy Beat scheme would be a professional 
mentoring service matching patients with people 
who had undergone heart procedures and would 
be available from the start of a patient’s journey. 
 
Mr Hillman also hopes his book, The Zipper Club, 
which will be on sale in September, will help 
others.  

Dr Shajil Chalil and Chris Hillman 


