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HELLO and  
welcome to the 
latest edition of 
your Health 
Matters 
newsletter. 
 
Every patient is special to us but 
we were particularly delighted to 
help 92-year-old Philip Kenyon, 
from Preston. Philip took part in 
the D-Day landings in June 1944 
and was rewarded for “acts of the 
utmost bravery” by being 
awarded with France’s highest 
military distinction, the Légion 
d’honneur for his role in the 
liberation of France. 
 

Now he has become one of the 
oldest men in the county to 
undergo Transcatheter Aortic 
Valve Implantation, (TAVI), in the 
Lancashire Cardiac Centre based 
at Blackpool Victoria Hospital.  
 
And from war heroes to baby 
pioneers, we are pleased that 
research work, partially carried 
out at Blackpool Victoria Hospital, 
to examine the visual perception 
of babies in the womb has been 
listed as among the most 
important discoveries of 2017. 
 
Research is a vital part of the 
NHS and we are actively looking 
for IBS sufferers to take part in 
future studies. 

 
 

Wendy Swift,  
Chief Executive 
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Locals from  
Blackpool pub 
Churchills have 
raised £3,000 as a 
thank you for the 
care and treatment 
given to seven-year
-old Ollie Bowkett, 
their landlady’s 
son. 
 
Full story, Page 7 

http://www.bfwh.nhs.uk/healthmatters/
mailto:communications@bfwh.nhs.uk
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A LANCASHIRE war hero has praised Fylde 
coast cardiac experts for their care after he 
underwent an implantation operation. 
 

Philip Kenyon, from Preston, took part in the D-
Day landings in June 1944 and was rewarded for 
“acts of the utmost bravery” by being presented 
with France’s highest military distinction, the 
Légion d’honneur for his role in the liberation of 
France. 
 

Now aged 92 he became one of the oldest men 
in the county to undergo Transcatheter Aortic 
Valve Implantation, otherwise known as TAVI, in 
the Lancashire Cardiac Centre based at 
Blackpool Victoria Hospital.  
 

Mr Kenyon said: “I feel great now and it is all 
thanks to the people at the Cardiac Centre. They 
have all been absolutely brilliant with me and I 
can’t thank them enough for the care they have 
shown me.’’ 

Consultant Cardiac Anaesthetist Dr Chris 
Rozario, part of the TAVI team at the centre, said: 
“We are all delighted to see Philip’s treatment 
went so well. He is a pleasure to speak to and he 
has some amazing stories of his time in the army. 
He is a national hero and we are honoured to 
have been able to help him.’’ 
 
Philip was presented with the Légion d’honneur 
after then President Francois Hollande pledged to 
honour the British veterans who served in 
France.   
 
Doctors at the Lancashire Cardiac Centre are 
celebrating 10 years since they performed their 
first TAVI operation; a minimally invasive heart 
valve procedure for patients who are too sick, frail 
or elderly to undergo open heart surgery.   
 
Since 2008 more than 450 patients have had this 
procedure.  
 

Philp Kenyon with members of the TAVI team at the Lancashire Cardiac Cenre. From left: 
Collette Remmett, Dr David Roberts, Dr Andrew Wiper, Dr Chris Rozario and Kate Lee  
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TRUST staff showed Fylde 
coast youngsters that a career 
in the healthcare sector isn’t 
just all about doctors and 
nurses. 
 
The Trust exhibited at The 
Blackpool Careers Options: Our 
Future, Our Choice, event 
which was held recently at 
Blackpool Pleasure Beach.  
 
The careers fair, organised by 
the Guidance Community 
Network, aimed to ensure that 
Fylde coast youngsters 
understand the importance of 
developing key employability 
skills, as well as recognising 
the link between success in 
school and their future career.  
 
There were more than 1,700 

attendees from schools during 
the two-day event. 
 
Michelle Pearson, Workforce 
Development Coordinator at 
the Trust, said: “People often 
think that to work in the NHS 
you've got to train as a nurse or 
doctor.  
 
“We exhibited alongside our 
subsidiary partners Atlas to 
challenge that perception, by 
giving the youngsters, their 
teachers and parents an insight 
into potential career pathways 
within the healthcare sector, 
both clinical and non-clinical.  
 
“In reality, almost half of jobs in 
the healthcare sector are non-
medical, so there’s a wide 
variety of roles available.’’ 

More than just 

medical roles 

DO you have, or have you ever 
suffered from, Irritable Bowel 
Syndrome? 
 
If the answer is yes then  
researchers at Blackpool 
Teaching Hospitals would like 
to hear from you. 
 
The Trust is working with the 
National Institute for Health 
Research and County Durham 
and Darlington NHS  
Foundation Trust to create a 
national database of IBS  
sufferers who may wish to take 
part in future research studies. 
 
IBS is a common condition of 
the digestive system  
causing episodes of stomach 
cramp, bloating, diarrhoea and 
constipation. 
 
A spokesperson for the  
research programme, called 
ContactME-IBS, said: “We 
want to engage with adults  
interested in participating in 
research. 
 
“To do this we are testing a 
range of approaches to  
consent for contact whilst  
developing a dedicated IBS 
research register.’’ 
 
Participants can register on the 
website https://www.contactme
-ibs.co.uk/join/ or contact Trust 
Research Nurse, Greta Van 
Duyvenvoorde, on 01253 
953516 for more information.  

Can you 

help our 

reseach? 

Ashlie Griffiths, Michelle Pearson, Dawn Werra and  
Louise Eadie  

https://www.contactme-ibs.co.uk/join/
https://www.contactme-ibs.co.uk/join/
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BLACKPOOL’S Breast Care Unit has received a 
generous donation of more than £750 after a 
charity evening to help patients undergoing 
treatment. 
 
The evening was organised by Blackpool mum 
Maria Lee, who was diagnosed and treated for 
breast cancer five years ago. It raised a total of 
£758 which has been handed to Blue Skies 
Hospitals Fund, the charity for Blackpool 
Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust. 
 
The event was held at the New Norcross Social 
Club, Blackpool, to tie in with Breast Cancer 
Now’s national Wear it Pink campaign, and 
featured live music and a large raffle. 
 
Maria, who lives in Blackpool, said: “Everyone 
was so generous. A lot of effort went into it but 
everyone came away smiling and pleased with 
their raffle prizes after a night of great 
entertainment. It was really a night for bringing 
everyone together and showing great community 
spirit for a fantastic cause.” 
 
Maria, 51, was inspired to hold the event after 
receiving such good treatment and follow up care 
by staff at the Breast Care Unit, which is based at 
Blackpool Victoria Hospital.   
 
She added: “I’ve met a lovely group of people 

from the support group that even now our 
treatments have all finished we’ve remained firm 
friends – we call ourselves the Pink Ladies. I just 
wanted to do something to help everyone who is 
going through the same thing. 
 
“I have a lot of love for the Breast Care Unit and I 
was so pleased to have been able to do this for 
them. I’m absolutely thrilled to have raised so 
much money.” 
 
Maria was diagnosed with breast cancer after 
finding a lump in April 2013. She was quickly 
referred to the Breast Care Unit and swiftly had 
the lump removed. 
 
The money was handed to breast care 
Consultant, Debasish Debnath. He said: “We are 
so grateful for the work Maria and the Pink Ladies 
have put in to be able to make this outstanding 
donation. 
 
“Our patients are already seeing first-hand the 
difference people like Maria make through their 
charitable donations, and we are now working out 
what we can do with this money to help make a 
difference to people who are diagnosed and 
being treated for breast cancer. 
 
“We cannot thank Maria and our supporters 
enough for their hard work and generosity.” 

Breast 

Care 

Unit 

funds Shelley Edge, Maria Lee, Consultant Debasish 
Debnath, Nurse Lynette Bracegirdle and Lois Pell  



 

A BLACKPOOL heart failure nurse specialist has 
been part of a pioneering study that has been 
listed as among the most important discoveries 
of 2017. 
 
Lesley Howard, who is based at the Cardiac 
Centre, was part of a research trial which 
examined the visual perception of babies in the 
womb. Lesley became part of the research study 
when she was pregnant with Daisy-Mae.  
 
By measuring the way the foetus responded 
using ultrasound, researchers found that 
foetuses at 34 weeks are like new-born babies in 
preferring face-like stimuli.  
 
The study was a collaboration led by 
psychologist Professor Vincent Reid from 
Lancaster University and partly carried out at 
Blackpool Victoria Hospital. 
 
Lesley said: “It is great to hear that being part of 
such a worthwhile project has been listed as one 
of the most important discoveries of last year. I 

don’t think Daisy-Mae will quite understand it just 
yet, but it will be lovely for her to eventually 
realise that she was part of something like this.” 
 
Researchers used a light source to project a 
pattern of three dots in the shape of eyes and a 
mouth through the uterine wall. 
 
Work on the project is continuing with Dr Kirsty 
Dunn who is starting a three year Leverhulme 
Fellowship to take the research forward to 
understand the sensory and cognitive capabilities 
of the unborn child using 4D foetal ultrasound. 
 
Mr Johnson Amu, Consultant Obstetrician at 
Victoria Hospital, was the Principal Investigator 
for the study with Jane Brooks research midwife 
and Janet Keit, lead sonographer.  
 
Mr Amu said: “This is an interesting and 
important study due to the potential benefit it 
offers. It enables researchers to learn how 
foetuses understand things before they are born 
looking at the relationship between early learning 
and the environment." 
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Why little Daisy-Mae 

had a pioneering role 

Lesley, Daisy-Mae and John Howard 
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LOCALS at a Blackpool pub have dug deep to  
raise £3,000 in support of the Children’s Ward at 
Blackpool Victoria Hospital. 
 
Customers and staff at Churchills Public House 
on Topping Street have donated to Blue Skies 
Hospitals Fund through a Christmas raffle and 
various fundraising. Their efforts were inspired by 
the care and treatment given to ‘one of their own’. 
 
The owner’s son, seven-year-old Ollie Bowkett, 
broke his femur during a ballet lesson in October 
and was in hospital for four weeks unable to 
leave his bed. When he was allowed home he 
was in a hip cast for a further six weeks. 
 
Mum, Sharon Burnell, said: “He has been so 
good through it all; he was amazing on the ward 
and hasn’t moaned once. 
 
“What he went through is life changing, but he’s 
back at school and only using one crutch to get 
around. We are so proud of him, all he will say is 
that he’s alive and breathing and loving life.” 
 
Ollie, a pupil at Layton Primary School, still has 
physiotherapy every week. He visited the 
Children’s Ward to hand over the money and 
enjoyed playing in the soft play area which he 
could only look at while he was a patient. 

 
Sharon and her mum Margaret Slowik own 
Churchills, and say they are overwhelmed by the 
generosity of their customers. 
 
Margaret said: “We are astounded once again at 
how generous people have been. A lot of people 
have donated just because of what Ollie went 
through and the care he received last year. 
They’ve known him since he was born, so I think 
he is thought of as one of their own.” 
 
Children’s Ward Play Worker, Rosanne Norman, 
said: “We are so grateful to the Churchills Pub. It 
will make such a difference to children who, like 
Ollie, are not able to leave their beds.” 
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Pub locals 

say 3,000 

thank yous 

Ollie Bowkett presents £3,000 
donated by customers of Churchills 
Pub to play workers Rosanne 
Norman and Dawn Geraghty and 
Children’s Ward Manager Sister 
Isabel Spence  
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