
                                                                                                                                              

                                                        
 

NHS EVIDENCE Quick Reference Guide 
www.evidence.nhs.uk/

Link to QIPP case studies 

NICE pathways – new. 
These bring together 
different types of NICE 
guidance on a topic. 

Two links to Journals and 
Databases. Also click on 
these to register for or 
sign in with Athens. 

Links to topic summaries 
which are sort of the 
replacement for specialist 
collections 

Search box – you can use 
quote marks for phrase 
search, AND, OR, etc 

These Sign In and Register 
links relate to NHS Evidence 
and not Athens 



Main search box 
If you search on a subject that is covered in the A-Z of topics you will be taken to that topic. If 
you search on a drug name you will be taken to the drug info. Both of these have a 
‘concertina’ display at the top of the page with your search results below. Otherwise you will 
just be taken to a page of search results. 
 
Try coeliac disease; aspirin; tennis elbow for examples of each of these. 
 
The other links on the front page take you to these sections: 
 
 
A-Z of topics 
 
There are currently about 150 topics covered but these will be expanded in the future. 
 

 
 
For the topics that are covered this is a good place to find guidance – better than just doing a 
general search and then filtering it. 
 
Not all topics have all the tabs – many don’t have Commissioning. The Ongoing Research 
tab links to the UK Duets database (which is also linked from the Journals and databases 
page). 
 
If you scroll down the page there are also the results of a search on your topic – you will 
probably need to filter these for them to be of any use. 
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Medicines 
 
If you search for a drug name you will get this type of information: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some will also have tabs for News and Best Practice Guidance. The prescribing information 
is taken from BNF and BNF for Children. 
 
 
Journals and databases 
 
This is the page you will come to if you use the old www.library.nhs.uk address or if you click 
on either of the links to Journals and databases from the front page of NHS Evidence. 
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Once you follow the links to Journals or 
databases the pages look exactly as they did 
before. If you aren’t taken to a login page the 
Athens login link will be in the top right corner 

Link to ZETOC for tables of 
contents. Can also be useful 
for checking accuracy of 
journal article references 

Link to register 
for Athens 

Database of 
treatments 
where there is 
known to be 
an uncertainty 
about the 
treatment’s 
effectiveness 

http://www.library.nhs.uk/


QIPP (Quality, Innovation, Productivity and Prevention) 
 
 
QIPP is aimed at improving quality and productivity across the NHS and social care. The 
QIPP collection on NHS Evidence brings together information about local initiatives 
information from the Cochrane Library that could be used as the basis of further initiatives. 
 
Case studies: http://www.evidence.nhs.uk/qipp/case-studies-by-workstream  
It could be useful to look at the case studies (organised by workstream) for some of the 
searches we get, although the links to the full text aren’t working at the moment. 
 
Scroll down on the main QIPP page for other QIPP related tools and resources: 
http://www.evidence.nhs.uk/qipp  
 
 
 
NICE Pathways 
 
 

 
 
 
There are only a few of these at the moment, but they will be expanded in the future. 
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http://www.evidence.nhs.uk/qipp/case-studies-by-workstream
http://www.evidence.nhs.uk/qipp


A simple link like this 
will produce 
information on that 
stage of the pathway 
on the right of the 
screen (see below) 

This sort of link will 
take you to another 
pathway 

 
 
 

These links have a huge 
amount of information 
including Commissioning 
guides, Priorities for 
implementation, related 
guidance and the NICE quality 
standards for that subject. 

Clicking here allows you to see the 
stages of the pathway that you have 
viewed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Library Services 
01253 303831 or library.services@bfwhospitals.nhs.uk 
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