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Judging time for our 
photo competition 

ONCE again staff have come up trumps with a 
large entry for this year’s photographic  
competition. 

This year’s competition asked staff to send in  
pictures in three categories; pets, places and  
pastimes and the response was excellent. 

We will shortly be judging the photos with the 
winning entries being placed in prominent  
positions around the Victoria site as in previous 
years. 

The competition has once again been organised 
by the Staff Social Committee. 

Derek Quinn, representing the committee, said: 
“The standard of entries has once again been  
absolutely superb and the judges really do have a 
tough task ahead of them.  

“It is clear there are a large number of very keen 
photographers in the Trust and it is always great to 
see the winning photos displayed around the site.’’ 

 

BLUE Skies Hospitals Fund has revised its  
application forms for charitable funds and is looking 
for bids to discuss at the next Charitable Funds 
Committee meeting on Wednesday May 14th.  

The Committee will consider applications for  
funding for more than £10,000 from an existing 

charitable fund or more than £1,000 from the  
General Purposes Fund. Completed applications 
should be returned to the Fundraising Office by May 
1st. Staff should contact a member of the 
Fundraising Team for further information or advice 
on 01253 .657904. To access the forms click here.  

http://fcsharepoint/divisions/corporateservices/blueskies/Pages/ApplyingforFunding.aspx


Farewell to Karolina 
 
PHYSIOTHERAPIST, Karolina 
Jurczak, is leaving the Community 
Therapy Team and Trust shortly. She 
is having a farewell Jacobs Join on 
Wednesday May 7th 2014 between 
12pm-1.30pm at Rylands House 
Lancaster. 

RCN drop-in sessions 

RCN representative, Maggy Heaton, is 
to hold informal drop-in sessions for 
members every fortnight from May 
19th. The sessions will be held every 
second Monday from then and take 
place in the union’s office between 2-
4.30pm.  For details contact Maggy on 
01253 655198. 

Learning Disabilities training 
 
THE next available Learning 
Disabilities training sessions are: 
 May 14th: 1 – 4pm, HPEC 3 
 July 17th: 1 – 4pm, HPEC 1 
Please book a place through the OLM 
management system. 
 

Patient Revolution 
 
THE next Patient Experience 
Revolution training courses are on 
Tuesday April 29th at South Shore 
Primary Care Centre (9am -5pm) and 
on May 6th in the Education Centre, 
Blackpool Victoria (9am to 5pm). 
There are further sessions on May 1st, 
May 8th, May 15th and May 22. To 
book call 01253 306615. 
 

E-Rostering support day 
 
THE next e-rostering drop-in support 
day is taking place on Tuesday April 
29th between 9.30am and 4pm in the 
Lifelong Learning Suite at Blackpool 
Victoria. Everyone is welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Busy time for staff at Clifton Hospital 

 
PATIENTS and staff at Clifton Hospital made decorations to 
brighten up the place for Easter. From painted eggs to hand 
made daffodils the day room and corridor was adorned with 
Easter themed craft works. The idea was not only to brighten 
up the day room but to help patients by giving them a 
distraction from the hospital environment. Many of the 
patients have some form of dementia or confusion so doing 
activities like making daffodils helped them concentrate on 
something. It also helped trigger memories. The hospital also 
staged a successful carers event to offer advice and support 
to people who care for their loved ones in the community 
From care and repair services, dementia advice teams to the 
fire service there was representation from many of the 
organisations carers can get help from.  

 

Linda Broadbent, Ward 1, Clifton Hospital  

 
NMC boss to visit the Trust 
 
THE Chief Executive of the Nursing & 
Midwifery Council, Jackie Smith, will be hosting a roadshow 
in the Lecture Theatre, Education Centre, Blackpool Victoria 
Hospital on Thursday May 8th between 9.30am and 
12.30pm. Jackie will be joined by Katerina Kolyva, Director 
of Continued Practice and Alison Sansome, Director of 
Registration. The roadshow will discuss topics such as the 
role of the NMC, professional practice, protecting the public, 
fitness to practice and revalidation. Please contact Debbie 
Beecher on Debbie.beecher@bfwh.nhs.uk to reserve your 
place. 
 

New ICT service desk system set to launch 
 
THE new ICT Service Desk menu system will become 
operational from 8am on Monday April 28th 2014, whereby 
callers will be presented with a choice to ensure that their 
call is routed to the most suitable team. The ICT Service 
Desk number will remain the same, internally on extension 
1016 or externally 01253 951016. 
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Shiela Robinson and David Rafferty 
help a patient make decorations. 

 

““We had a really good turn out throughout the day. There were lots of 
people to talk to and they were really excited about being there. It was a 
real team effort to get ready for the event with everyone from the hospital 
pitching in. We had porters in early setting up the room and staff helping 
get everything ready. Some staff came in on their day off to bring cake and 
make teas for people too. I have to thank all of them.” 

 

If you would like anything including in the next issue, email: communications@bfwh.nhs.uk or call 01253 306941. 

The carers event at Clifton 
Hospital this week. 

mailto:Debbie.beecher@bfwh.nhs.uk


 
Public Health Minister praises staff 
 
THE Trust played host to a 
visit by Jane Ellison MP, the 
Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State with 
responsibility for public health. 
She met with a number of 
Trust staff with public health 
portfolios including members 
of staff dealing with issues 
such as sexual health, 
smoking cessation, mental 
health, healthy eating, alcohol 
and physical activity. The MP 
thanked everyone for 
attending and said she was 
extremely impressed by the 
work that was being undertaken to make a difference to 
public health in Blackpool. 

  
Jane Ellison MP 

 

Golfers invited to take part in NHS tournament 
 
KEEN golfers from the Trust are being invited to take part in 
this year’s NHS North West Golf Tournament at Formby Hall 
Golf Club. The tournament, which is only open to NHS staff, 
takes place on Thursday September 11th. The event is 
looking for teams of four golfers and the best two scores will 
count on each hole. The cost per team is £240 which 
includes refreshments on arrival and a set two course 
evening meal. Places are allocated on a first come first 
served basis. To register your interest, or for more 
information, please email steve@mshpartnership.org. 
 

Health Mentors reach new milestone  
 
MEMBERS of the Trust’s British 
Heart Foundation health 
Mentors project have reached a 
new milestone. The volunteers, 
who give health information to 
patients and carers in the 
hospital, spoke to more than 
2,000 people in March, a new 
landmark for the dedicated 
bunch of volunteers. Their work was presented to the Public 
Health Minister, Jane Ellison MP, last week and she was 
extremely impressed with the idea which she described as 
“unique’’. 
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Annelouise Stephens. 

Talksafe training 
 
THE Trust is holding a number of 
Talksafe training sessions over the 
next few months with all staff members 
invited to attend. The dates are: 
 April 30th 
 May 7th, 14th and 21st 
 June 6th, 13th and 20th  
They are all half day sessions from 
9am – 1:30pm and  held in the 
Simulation & Skills Centre. To book a 
place email 
Julie.rushworth@bfwhospitals.nhs.uk. 
 

Retirement advice sessions  
 
ARE you intending to retire within the 
next two years? If so then you book a 
place on one of our specialist 
seminars. These are informal sessions 
with plenty of opportunities to ask 
questions. We offer up to date 
financial information on: 
 NHS and State pensions 
 Tax 
 Savings and investment options 
 Wills 
 Inheritance Tax 
 Financial advisors 
The next available dates are: May 7th, 
August 11th and November 14th. 
Sessions take place between 1.30pm 
and 4.30pm in the Education Centre, 
Victoria Hospital, Blackpool. To book a 
place please contact OLM on ext 5392 
or email OLM@bfwhospitals.nhs.uk. 
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Some members of the Trust’s  

successful Health Mentors project. 

Staff at the meeting with Public Health 
Minister, Jane Ellison MP, last week. 

 

If you would like anything including in the next issue, email: communications@bfwh.nhs.uk or call 01253 306941. 

“The meeting was extremely valuable as it gave me a chance to meet and 
get the views of people who are working in the field of public health on a 
daily basis. Only by doing this can I get the full scale of the challenges 
facing us and I was delighted to hear everyone’s comments. I was 
particularly impressed with the work the hospital is doing in secondary care 
as this is something that is really unique and obviously making a major 
difference.’’ 

mailto:steve@mshpartnership.org
mailto:Julie.rushworth@bfwhospitals.nhs.uk
mailto:OLM@bfwhospitals.nhs.uk


Dyslexic action group  
 
STAFF are advised that a Dyslexic  
Action Group for Adults meets up on the 
last Saturday of every month between 12 
noon and 1pm at Palatine Library, 207 St 
Annes Road, Blackpool FY4 2AP. 
For further information please contact 
Alisa on 07955714234 or email 
alisaanderson@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Safeguarding advice 
 
THE next training date for Safeguarding 
Vulnerable Adults & MCA/DOLS are: 
 May 23rd 2014 Education Centre, 

Lecture Theatre, 9am-4.30pm. 
To book email olm@bfwhospitals.nhs.uk 
or telephone 01253 655392. 

 

Public health training sessions 
 
THE Trust’s Public Health team is 
offering free half day brief intervention 
training sessions on tobacco and alcohol. 
The next tobacco session is on May 15th 
between 9am and 12noon. There are two 
sessions on alcohol use on May 7th (9am
-12noon) and June 2nd (1-4pm). To book 
a place contact the team on 01253 
306480. 

 
 
 
 
 

New defibrillators boost 
 
BLACKPOOL Victoria  
Hospital has become one of 
the first in the North West to 
install public access  
defibrillators. The hospital’s 
resuscitation department has 
purchased two of the  
potentially life saving devices 
which have been placed in prominent places on the site, 
the new entrance area and the main corridor. The  
department worked in conjunction with several areas of the 
Trust to get the defibrillators in place. 

 
Tony Freestone, Head of Resuscitation 

 

Appraisal training invitation 
 
IF you are a manager or a supervisor who appraises staff 
and are new to conducting appraisals there is a training 
session to help you on Thursday May 8th at Blackpool  
Stadium. The sessions takes place between 1.30 and 
4.30pm. To book a place please email 
olm@bfwhospitals.nhs.uk. 

 

Sage & Thyme workshop places available 
 
PLACES are now available on the valuable Sage & Thyme 
foundation level workshops. The next sessions are in the 
Education Centre at the Vic site on Wednesday June 18th 
between 9.30am and 12.30pm and 1.30-4-30pm.  To book 
email olm@bfwhospitals.nhs.uk. 
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Anthony Freestone and one 
of the new defibrillators. 

If you have a good idea please let us know at  
http://fcsharepoint/divisions/global/staffsuggestions/Pages/default.aspx 

““We have had cardiac arrests among our patients, visitors and even 
staff and every second is vital. We do have a dedicated emergency 
response team who will respond anywhere in the hospital and 
immediate grounds within a few minutes but anything that helps us 
improve response times even more is invaluable. I would like to thank 
staff from the estates department, security, portering services and the 
sewing room.’’  

mailto:alisaanderson@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:olm@bfwhospitals.nhs.uk
mailto:olm@bfwhospitals.nhs.uk
mailto:olm@bfwhospitals.nhs.uk
http://fcsharepoint/divisions/global/staffsuggestions/Pages/default.aspx















