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HELLO and  
welcome to 
Health Matters. 
 

What an  
amazing  
couple of 
weeks we’ve 
had at the Trust. 

 
Last Friday (November 14) 

we had our annual Celebrating 
Success Awards ceremony at 
the Winter Gardens in  
Blackpool. 

 
It was a joy to be able to give 

our wonderful finalists their 
awards and to see the hugely 
positive response from their 
colleagues at the Trust. 

 
The night brought home to 

me just how special our  
members of staff are. We are 
lucky to have such caring and  
committed individuals working 
in the organisation. Please 
take a look at pages 4 and 5 for 
a flavour of the event. 

 
Young people have been 

playing a huge part in the life 
of the Trust over the last  
couple of weeks.  From a mass 
‘Takeover Week’ to creating a 
puzzle book for families, the 
youngsters have been working 
hard, learning new skills and 
coming up with ideas to help 
shape the Trust’s future. 

 
Gary Doherty 

 Chief Executive 
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Mr Simon Tucker, Emergency Department Consultant, was 
just one of the many members of staff to be recognised at 
the Trust’s Celebrating Success Awards night. Pages 4&5 

http://www.bfwh.nhs.uk/healthmatters/
mailto:communications@bfwh.nhs.uk


 

 

News 
Health Matters 

Young people inspired 

to take up caring jobs 
YOUNG people were offered a behind the 
scenes look at the medical profession at 
Blackpool Victoria Hospital. 
 

Schools from around Blackpool, Fylde and 
Wyre were invited to bring children who were 
interested in careers within the NHS to Blackpool 
Victoria Hospital‟s Simulation and Skills 
education centre.  

 
The special advice session for around 300 

pupils was led by Blackpool Teaching Hospitals 
NHS Foundation Trust as part of its patient safety 
week as a way to encourage future generations 
of care givers. 

 
A wide range of career opportunities were 

represented from radiology to occupational 
therapy, from becoming a consultant to working 
in the hospital kitchens.  

 
Experts from all aspects were on hand to 

explain more about what they do and explain the 
best routes available to students wanting to 
pursue it as an opportunity.  

 
There were even some medical students, on 

placement at the Trust, on hand to explain more 
about courses.  

 
The young people could even use the 

technology and mannequins available in the 
simulation suite of the hospital to get hands on 
and have a go at taking blood and checking 
patients. 

 
Martin Newton, a member of the simulation and 

skills team who led the event said: “Most career 
days feature all kinds of professions and young 
people spend their time exploring to see what 
takes their fancy.  

 

This was a chance to engage with youngsters 
who are already interested in a career in the 
caring profession. 

 
“We wanted to let them see what the job 

involved, get them enthusiastic about it and show 
them the different avenues they can take.  

 
“By getting people enthusiastic when they are 

about to choose their A-Level or University 
options we can hopefully ensure they give it their 
best and help spur on the next generation of 
exceptional care givers. 

 
“We were really pleased with the day. The 

young people really got involved and asked lots 
of questions of every one of our experts.” 

 
The feedback from all the schools who 

attended the event was excellent and they are 
already asking when the next event will be held. 
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Pupils get hands-on with the help of medical 
students at Blackpool Victoria Hospital’s 
Simulation and Skills Centre 
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win praise and adulation 
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THE winners of the Trust’s annual 
Celebrating Success Awards were announced 
during a ceremony at Blackpool’s Winter 
Gardens on Friday, November 14. 
 

The winner of The Gazette‟s Patients‟ Award 
was Paediatric Consultant, Dr Nigel Laycock. 
Runners-up were Consultant Chest Physician, Dr 
Tarek Saba and the staff on Ward 15A. 

 
Clinical Team of the Year went to the Care 

Home Support Team in Blackpool. The  
runners-up were the Integrated Assessment 
Team and Wards 25 and 26 at Blackpool Victoria 
Hospital. The winner of the Non Clinical Team of 
the Year category was the Estates and Capital 
Development team. The runners-up were the 
Better Care Now Pathways team and the 
Chaplaincy team. The winner of the Innovation 

and Service Improvement Award was Paediatric 
Diabetes Nurse Specialist, Sandra Singleton. 
The Trust‟s Enhanced Recovery in Cardiac 
Surgery team and the Volunteer Navigators were  
runners-up. 

 
Employee of the Year was Emergency 

Department Consultant, Mr Simon Tucker and 
the runners-up were Matron, Sarah Sloan and 
Community, Matron Jane Cairns. 

 
The winner of Radio Wave‟s Unsung Hero 

Award was Staff Nurse, Lianne Harrison and the 
runners-up were the Community Special Needs 
Team North and Midwife, Eileen Shaw. A special 
Chairman‟s Award went to the Chaplaincy team. 

 
All of the funding for the awards night came 

from sponsorship from local businesses. 

Continues on page 5 

Dr Nigel Laycock receives a standing ovation. Staff can order photos on the intranet site 
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Continued from page 4 

Celebrating Success Awards 2014  

Estates and Capital Development team 

Sandra Singleton receives a hearty 
round of applause from colleagues 
at the awards night and ball 

Care Home Support Team 

Chaplaincy team Lianne Harrison Simon Tucker 
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African adventure for 

cardiac health workers 
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TWO cardiac health workers have returned 
home after a challenging week helping 
children in South Africa. 
 

Cardiac Physiologists, Maxine Lang and Cath 
Tomlinson, from the Lancashire Cardiac Centre 
in Blackpool, were part of a humanitarian visit to 
the country initiated by the British Society of 
Echocardiography in association with Tygerberg 
Hospital in Cape Town.  

 
The pair are used to carrying out 

echocardiograph scans on patients but they have 
never been faced with dealing with children from 
such deprived areas. 

 
The focus of the trip was to determine the 

incidence of Rheumatic Heart Disease in 
secondary school children from the economically 
deprived areas and they visited the townships of 
the area where up to 90 per cent of the students 
live in shacks.  

 
The five year project will give the children much 

needed early access to diagnosis and necessary 
aftercare through the Tygerberg Hospital. 

 
Cath said: “Rheumatic heart disease is 

incredibly rare in this country. It is only really 
found in old people, so for young people to be 
suffering from it is really unheard of in our 
society. 

 
“It was a chance for us to learn about a 

condition we don‟t really come in to contact with 
here. The key though is that we made a 
difference over there.  

 
“We will be part of a legacy of treatment which 

is exciting for us both.” 
 
The team saw around 200 children during the 

week they were there. The project has now seen 
1,560 children with the aim of reaching 2,000 this 
year. 

 
Maxine said: “It was pretty much as we 

expected as we had been well informed by the 
organisers before we travelled.  

 
“The unit we were working in was very nice and 

had been updated specifically to accommodate 
this project.  The rest of the hospital facilities 
seemed comparatively dated. The children we 
saw were healthier than expected and although 
there were some who needed to be followed up 
the numbers were not as large as anticipated.‟‟ 

 
The pair both say they enjoyed the experience 

but are glad to be home. However the project is 
expected to run for five years so there is plenty of 
time to return to Africa. 

 
To find out more about Echo in Africa visit 

http://www.echoinafrica.org  

Cath Tomlinson and Maxine Lang (back row 
second and third from left), with the team of 
specialists in Africa 

http://www.echoinafrica.org


YOUNG people took over the running of 
Blackpool Victoria Hospital during a special 
week of events. 
 

From Monday, November 17, staff at the 
hospital listened to the children‟s views as they 
shadowed top executives and gave their opinions 
on the Trust. 

 
The activities were organised as part of the 

Children‟s Commissioner‟s Takeover Day 2014, a 
national event led by the Children‟s 
Commissioner for England. 

 
After the success of last year‟s initiative, the 

Trust decided to extend the activities to cover the 
whole week.  

 
Young people from schools across the Fylde 

coast spent time shadowing staff including Chief 
Executive Gary Doherty, the Patient Experience 
team, Head of Midwifery Pauline Tschobotko and 
Director of Nursing and Quality Marie Thompson, 
learning about the role of decision makers. They 
also spent time in the kitchens and learned about 
what goes into catering for the hospital. 

 
Many of the young people said they‟d enjoyed 

the experience and that they had learned a lot. 
 
There was an input into Children and 

Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAHMS) as 
Assistant Service Manager David Eaton hosted a 
special consultation session with ten service 
users.  

 
David said: “We‟ve seen in the past how 

successful Takeover Day has been to gather 
input from young people and get them enthused 
about their healthcare.  

 
“It is an opportunity for us to do the same with 

mental health services. We want more people to 
engage with us and want to build a service that is 
switched on to the needs of the young people we 
help.” 

 
Gary Doherty, Chief Executive of the Trust, 

said: “We were delighted to welcome the young 
people of the Fylde coast into the Trust. 

 
“I‟m glad we built on the success of last year 

and gave more of an opportunity to the young 
people.   

 
“We listen to all our patients and we should 

encourage young people to get involved in 
healthcare from an early age.  

 
“We need to develop to fit the future needs of 

the patient and they are that future. I was really 
interested to hear their feedback, opinions and 
impressions of the Trust.” 
 

Kids ‘Take Over’ hospital 

and make views known 
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Liam Davidson, 17, from Highfurlong School 
in his new role as a volunteer Navigator at 
Blackpool Victoria Hospital 
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PUPILS have created a book of puzzles and 
teasers that will help family members of 
seriously ill patients. 
 

Saint Aidan‟s Church of England Technology 
College in Presall has risen to the challenge set 
to them by the Trust to create a booklet of 20 
puzzles and brain teasers.  

 
The booklet will be included in a new pack 

created by the Trust to help family members 
faced with the emotional distress of visiting 
patients who are coming to the end of their life. 

 
The „Visitor Support Pack‟ is a gift for carers 

and family members spending long periods at a 
patient‟s bedside. Its contents are designed to 
make them more comfortable at a difficult time 
and include items such as snacks, information 
leaflets, toiletries, a blanket and now also 
includes a book of puzzles to help pass the time. 

 
The Trust‟s Head of Chaplaincy Service, the 

Rev Graeme Harrison, said: “Visiting patients 
who are reaching the end of their life can be very  
distressing and emotionally draining for those at 
the bedside.  

 
“We allow them to stay at the bedside for as 

long as they wish, but that means they are away 

from those little comforts that can mean so much.  
 
“We have found from pilots of the packs that 

the support they bring to the visitors has an  
astounding effect on their wellbeing and ability to 
cope at such a difficult time.” 

 
The packs are offered free of charge to the 

families of patients when the staff at the hospital 
feel it would be of benefit to them.  

 
All the contents are gathered following 

donations, including funding from the Trust‟s Blue 
Skies Hospitals Fund. 
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How you can get all the latest 

news and views from the Trust 

The Trust’s official Facebook page can be found at: 

www.facebook.com/BlackpoolHospitals 

 

The Trust can also be found on Twitter  

@BlackpoolHosp 

Puzzle book will bring 

comfort to families 

Rev Graeme Harrison with Head Boy, Jack 
Gudgeon and Head Girl, Olivia Stupart, with 
deputy head teacher, Anthony Lord 


