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PURPOSE
• Aid the discussion of device management when a patient approaches end of life.

• Address whether anyone else needs to be involved in the discussion (capacity/Best 
interest) 

• Ensure optimal timing for the attendance of a physiologist.

• Gain consent for the withdrawal of shock treatment.

• Cover the physiologist being asked to perform the deactivation. 



ALL SECTIONS ARE MANDATORY

PATIENT INFORMATION/LOCATION
DEVICE FOLLOW-UP CENTRE: If the patient is not 
followed up at BVH we need to know so we can 
inform their centre of the deactivation. 
DEVICE MANUFACTURER/MODEL: We cannot 
perform a deactivation without knowing which 
specialist equipment we need to communicate with 
the device. 
DATE, TIME, REQUESTER, DESIGNATION, CONTACT 
NUMBER: required for auditing of time to 
deactivation and in case any additional information is 
required



This section of the form is designed to aid your 
consent of the patient to have their ICD 

deactivated.



As with a DNACPR, a deactivation request 
form MUST be countersigned by a 
Consultant, ideally this will be the 

patient’s device Cardiologist



If the patient has not 
signed the consent 
section, the 
deactivation will not 
be completed.

Unless the patient 
explicitly refuses or it 
is not possible to 
arrange, the consent 
process should take 
place with the next 
of kin present



The grey 
section is to be 
completed by 

the 
physiologist 
attending to 
perform the 
deactivation



Location of 
Deactivation 
Forms

Coronary Care Unit

Ward 37, 38, 39

Cardiac Intensive Care Unit

Emergency Department

AMU

Stroke Wards

Swan Team



Community 
location of 
deactivation forms
(TBC)

Trinity Hospice
Clifton 

Hospital
Stadium 

Whitegate 
Drive Health 

Centre

Fleetwood 
Health Centre

South Shore 
Primary Care 

Centre

Newton Drive 
Health Centre

Thornton 
Medical 
Centre

Moor Park 
Health Centre

FCMS



Who can help with 
ICD deactivation 

discussions?

Cardiologist (COW)

On-Call Cardiology Registrar

Swan Team

Device Nurses

Cardiac Physiologists



THE PATIENT ALREADY HAS 
A DNACPR, DO I NEED TO 

FILL OUT AN ICD 
DEACTIVATION FORM AS 

WELL?





THE PATIENT APPROACHING 
END OF LIFE AND ALREADY 
HAS A DNACPR, DO I NEED 

TO FILL OUT AN ICD 
DEACTIVATION FORM AS 

WELL?





Receiving agreement not to start 
resuscitation and receiving consent 

to remove treatment already 
provided are not the same thing



Patient choice?

• It is important to recognise that while a 
patient may agree to a DNACPR, they 
may not be ready to agree to their ICD 
being deactivated.

• For many, DNACPR is about avoiding the 
trauma of chest compressions.

• Some patients may be okay with 
potentially still receiving a shock from 
their device.

• We also have a number of patients, who 
have regular ventricular tachycardias that 
are successfully treated with Anti-
Tachycardia Pacing without the need for 
a shock. 
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