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Background

With the launch of the 

Government’s HIV Action 

Plan, England has set a target 

to reduce new HIV 

transmissions by 80% by 

2025, and end them by 

2030.



Background

To support these ambitions NHS 

England and Improvement are 

expanding opt-out testing in 

emergency departments (ED) in 

the highest prevalence local 

authority areas, a proven effective 

way to identify new cases, by 

investing £20m over the next 

three years to support this activity.



The Project 

.

Discovered Blackpool had 2nd 

highest rate in Northwest of 

England 



AMU Experience 

S uzan P otts 

implemented opt –

out tes ting within 

AMU. 
26 HIV pos itive tes ts .

17/26 (65%) New 

Diagnos es .

9/26 (35%) P re-

Exis ting Diagnos es



The Project –
What we did.

ED were very responsive to 

the Idea, and were due to 

begin the implementation in 

2020 until.............

COVID!!!



What we did …..

Deferred start date  

Continued and implemented :  

Local Targets - 65% of all admissions are offered 

testing and of those & 60% offered uptake testing

Local policy developed & ratified 

Produced posters for ED & Patient Information 

leaflets

Education & Training 



Early Results



2021



2021

26 – Positive HIV test.

7 x New Diagnoses and                  

19 x Known Diagnoses 



2022



2022

In 2022,

49 positive tests,

Of which 7 x New Diagnoses + (1 x Partner 

Notification). 



2023

Total 

number 

of 

patients 

in SDEC 

screened 

HIV

% of 

eligible 

screened 

patients 

SDEC

Total 

number 

of 

patients 

in A&E 

screened 

HIV

% of 

eligible 

screened 

patients 

A&E

Total 

number 

of HIV                                                                                    

Screens 

Received

Total 

number 

of                                            

HIV 

screens 

tested

Total % 

screens 

tested

Total 

Number 

of 

Positive 

Screens 

Jan-23 729 75 1091 34 1820 1790 43 8

Feb-23 689 80 955 31 1644 1624 41 4

Mar-23 757 74 990 29 1747 1719 39 7

Apr-23 696 75 1076 33 1772 1745 42 4



2023 – So far …….

In 2023,

23 Positives 

Of which 1 new diagnoses 



What next ?

We have secured funding from NHSE for next 3 years for ED project 

We are incorporating, Hep B, Hep C testing alongside the project

We will  continue to demonstrate sustained routine HIV testing 

supports early diagnosis and prevents missed opportunities.

We will continue to engage  late diagnosis into specialist services.

We aim to improve mortality of late diagnosis

We aim to re-engage PWLH lost to care back within services. 




