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A Physician Assistant (PA) is: 

• Not a doctor. 

• Works to the medical model, with the 
attitudes, skills and knowledge base to deliver 
holistic care and treatment within the general 
medical and/or general practice team. 

• Works under defined levels of medical 
supervision.  

• Supplementing the existing medical 
workforce, to help improve patient access.  
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A Physician Assistant can: 

• Formulate and document a detailed differential diagnosis having 
taken a history and completed a physical examination   

• Work with patients and, where appropriate, carers to agree a 
comprehensive management plan in light of the individual 
characteristics, background and circumstances of the patient  

• Maintain and deliver clinical management in collaboration with the 
patient and on behalf of the supervising physician whilst the patient 
travels through a complete episode of care   

• Perform diagnostic and therapeutic procedures and prescribe 
medications (subject to the necessary legislation)   

• Request and interpret diagnostic studies and undertake patient 
education, counselling and health promotion  
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A Physician Assistant will always work under the 
supervision of a designated senior doctor 

A Physician Assistant will focus on diagnosis & 
management 



CURRICULUM & PROGRAMME 
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Main resources 
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Required competencies 
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In theory In practice 



Faculty requirements: Minimum 

• 90 weeks (3,150 hours) 

 

• 1550 hrs University 

 

• 1600 hr Clinical learning 

– Substantive attachments 

– 400 hrs – “elective” 

– (200 hours simulation) 

 

 

Minimum core placements  

Community Medicine  180 hrs 

General Hospital Medicine 350 hrs 

Front Door Medicine  180 hrs 

Mental Health  90 hrs 

General Surgery  90 hrs 

Obstetrics & Gynaecology  90 hrs 

Paediatrics  
(acute setting)  

90 hrs 
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3 year masters compressed into 2 years 
 



Post graduation 
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Voluntary not legal requirement  

• Internship 
– At least 6 months 

– Supervision 

– Portfolio of cases 

• CPD 
– 40 hours per year 

– General & specialist 

• Revalidation 
– Every 6 years 

– Generalist 

 

Managed Voluntary Register: 

 

• Sets standards 
– Practitioner 

– Training programme 

• Lists those fit to practice 

• Investigates complaints 



HEE-NW: Programme aims 
Produce graduates who are:   
 

• safe practitioners under medical supervision in a wide variety of clinical settings, with 
patients from diverse social and ethnic backgrounds  

• expert communicators  
• aware of health inequalities and the challenges of working in a multicultural 
environment  

• aware of, and work within, the limits of their competence  
• trained in the context of multi-professional working in a team environment  

• adept in the use of Communication and IT skills for healthcare   

• capable and motivated lifelong learners continually engaged in active 
professional development  

• understanding of the need to maintain and promote health, as well as to cure or 
palliate disease and aware of their obligations to the wider community as well as to 
individuals  

• trained to integrate theoretical and clinical learning 
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COURSE OUTLINE 
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Time table: 1st year 
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Modular Different from US format 

Clinical placements (pink) preceded by University blocks (green)  

How can this large range of competencies be achieved?  



Time table: 2nd year 
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Stage 2 

Stage 3 



1st year: Course modules 

Code Module title 

UM4100 Integrated Clinical Sciences 

UM4200 Medical Skills and Patient 
Care  

UM4300 Medical Therapeutics and 
Prescribing  

UM4600 Professional Placement for 
Physician Associate Studies I 

• 4 University & 3 x 8 week 
clinical placements in either 
primary or secondary care.  

 

• The aim of the university 
placement is to prepare 
students for the subsequent 
clinical exposure.  

 

• The course starts with a 16-
week intense University 
based module. 
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Content 
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Knowledge 
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Small group work 
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Knowledge, interpretive skills and team working ability  



Clinical history & examination 
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Content: The programme “spine” 
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Weekly cases 
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Weekly time table 
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Integration 
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Surface anatomy is crucial 



Integration 
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Integration 
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Experts 
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Clinical placements 

• Objectives: 

– History taking 

– Examination 

– Practical procedures  

– Data interpretation 

– Professionalism & 
communication 

– DOPS 

– Case base discussion  
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Assessments 
Assessment % wt Size/ duration Pass mark 

UM4100 MCQ 100 2 hrs 50% 

Portfolio Pass/ fail 1500 wds 50% 

UM4200 MCQ 50 2.5 hrs 50% 

OSCE 50 1.5 hrs 50% 

UM4300 MCQ 50 1.5 hrs 50% 

SAQ 50 1.5 hrs 50% 

UM4400 MCQ x 2 50 1.5 hrs 50% 

UM4500 MCQ 50 1.0 hr 50% 

OSCE 50 2.5 hrs 50% 

Clinical log Pass/ fail 1500 wds 50% 

UM4600 Portfolio Pass/ fail 2000 wds 50% 

UM4700 Portfolio Pass/ fail 2000 wds 50% 
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Assessment 

1st year 

Formative: 
– OSCE (6 stations) 

– Written: 1 x MCQ  

– Assignment 

Summative: 
– OSCE (12 stations) 

– Written: 3 x MCQ & 1 x SAQ 

– Assignment x 2 

Progress: 
– Clinical  

– Professionalism 

 

 

 

 

2nd Year 

Formative: 
– OSCE (7 stations) 

– Written: 1 x MCQ  

 

Summative: 
– OSCE (7 stations) 

– Written: 3 x MCQ 

– Assignment  

Progress: 
– Clinical  

– Professionalism 
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National Exam 



Assessment: Progress 
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Progress 

• Academic  

• Clinical ? 

• Professionalism ? 
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Clinical & educational 
supervisor input  



QUESTIONS? 
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