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PRESS RELEASE 
 
Prime Minister Praises ‘Excellent Standards of Nursing Care’ 

During Visit to Blackpool Victoria Hospital 
 

THE Prime Minister, David Cameron, today praised the high standards of 
nursing at Blackpool Victoria Hospital as he visited the North West to launch a 
new national plan to improve patient care. 
 
During a visit to hospitals in Salford and Blackpool Mr Cameron highlighted 
the important job that nurses do and set out the Government’s priorities for 
the NHS. 
 
At Blackpool Victoria Hospital Mr Cameron met with a number of nursing staff 
and saw some of the innovative work already in action to drive up standards 
of care and enable nurses to spend more time with patients. 
 
Simone Anderton, Associate Director of Nursing for Scheduled Care, told Mr 
Cameron about the work taking place on Ward 25, a Care of the Elderly 
Ward, to improve nursing standards which has led to reductions in infections, 
falls and pressure ulcers and the improved nutrition of patients.  
 
The Prime Minister was also given a tour of the ward by Ward Manager, 
Sarah Sloan, and Sam Woodhouse, Practice Development Sister for Clinical 
Improvement, and met with a number of patients and ward volunteers. 
 
Mr Cameron said he was extremely impressed with the innovative work taking 
place at Blackpool and said it was important that best practice such as this 
was shared across the NHS. 
 
He said: “I have great praise for nurses. The vast majority of patients receive 
very high standards of care and there are few exceptions where care falls 
below standard. I am here at Blackpool today because they have very good 
records and a have done a huge amount of work to improve standards, in 
particular around infection rates, pressure ulcers and checking patients.  
 
"Making sure that managers of hospitals, the boards of hospitals, look at the 
quality of care above everything else, simple straightforward things that are 
done here in the best hospitals in our NHS, but this need to be done 
everywhere else. “ 
 



Mr Cameron also had a round the table discussion with a number of nursing 
staff including student nurses, healthcare assistants, staff nurses, ward 
managers and matrons on a range of nursing issues including paperwork, 
staffing levels, nursing indicators and nursing leadership. 
 
The five key priorities launched by the Prime Minister today include: 
 

·  Patients not paperwork – getting rid of bureaucracy that stops nurses 
from doing what they do best. 

·  Regular nursing rounds to routinely check that patient are comfortable 
and are properly fed and hydrated and treated with dignity and respect. 

·  Clear leadership on the wards with a figure on authority on every ward. 
·  New patient-led inspections of hospital wards looking at cleanliness, 

dignity and nutrition and their findings published. 
·  Friends and family test – a new indicator asking whether patients, 

carers would recommend their hospital to their families and friends. 
 
Following Mr Cameron’s visit Marie Thompson, Director of Nursing and 
Quality at Blackpool Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, said: “We 
were delighted to welcome the Prime Minister to our hospital and see the 
excellent nursing standards on our hospital wards. It is an extremely proud 
day for our nurses that our hospital was chosen to host this visit to coincide 
with today’s announcement.  
 
“We strive to provide best in NHS care for patients and we are already making 
great progress in the five areas that Mr Cameron has highlighted today as 
priorities for the NHS and nursing in particular.” 
 
Simone Anderton, Associate Director of Nursing for Scheduled Care, said: “It 
is fantastic that Mr Cameron chose our hospital to launch these priorities. It is 
a massive, positive boost for our nurses to be involved and is recognition of 
the great work they are doing to ensure our patients get the best care and 
experience possible.” 
 
For further information about this Press Release, please call Caroline Hastie, 
Head of Communications, on 01253 303538. 
 

Caption: Mr Cameron at the round the table discussion with nursing staff at 
Blackpool Victoria Hospital



 
Caption: Mr Cameron chats with patient Eric Cranston looked on by 
Volunteer Julie Bird and Sam Woodhouse, Practice Development Sister for 
Clinical Improvement 

 
Caption: Mr Cameron meets with nursing staff on Ward 25, Care of the 
Elderly Ward 


